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THE JOURIIAL OF THE IYIUSICAL NOX SOCNTY OF'GREAT BRITAIN

WITH this issue we start the ninth
volume of. The Music Box and
mark the seventeenth year of the
existence of The Musical Box
Society of Great Britain. Maybe at
this moment it is a good time to
pause and reflect on what we have
done in those seventeen vears and
to look at what we haie within
the Society.

To start with, we have, throqh-
out the world. established a close
network of feliowship amongst col-
lectors, restorers and historians.
This is a major achievement for
within the society we have an im-
mense fund of knowledge and ex-
perience. It is reassuring to see the
unselfishness with which members
make their knowledge and exper-
ience available to others. Several
who have developed specific manu-
facturing processes have ensured
that this information is not just
available to other members today,
but to future generations of mech-
anical musical instrument research-
ers and restorers. There is thus
no jealous guarding of " trade
secrets " within the society, no
closing of doors for entrepreneurial
reasons, no unanswered questions.

There have, of course, been in-
stances in the past when individual
members treated their own activi-
ties with a reserve. These days,
though, we all accept that we are
involved in a common cause and
that there is no need for protect-
ionism: those who want to do
something themselves will f,nd a
way - at the risk of destroying ir-
replaceable instruments, and those
who cannot do it themselves will
come to the professional and the
expert, so it is far better to pro-
vide details for everybody, so
saving time, potential damage to
instruments, and also (a point
frequently overlooked) improving
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Cotser picture.' One of the more un-
usual organettes is the Amabile disc-
playing instrument which is powered
by a clockwork notor and accom-
panies its music with two bells seen
inside the case above the disc. I{ind
is provided via two double cuckoo
feeders each side of the central verti-
cal windchest. Made in Geta by
Armin Liebmann, c.1909, this example
is in the Moltzer Museum at Benne-
kom, trIolland.

Hon Editor.' Arthur W I G Ord-Hune
Editorial offices :

14 Elmwood Road, London, W.4
Telephone: (01-) 994 3292

Adrsertisement manager.' Arthur Heap
Aduertisement enquiries :

Riversway, Victotia Crescent, Queen's
Park, Chester CH4 7AX
Telephone: (0244) 26181

@Copyright 1979 by the publishers'
The Musical Box Society o( Great
Britain, 40 Station Approach, Hayes
Bromley, Kent, BR2 7EF, Telephone:
(01-) 462 1l8l (Hon. Secretary: A R

WaYlett).
THE MUSIC BOX is designed by
Arthur W J G Ord-Hune and publishcd
four times a year by The Mudcal Eox

Society of Great Brttain.
ISSN: 0027 4275

the expert's own image. The man
who shares his knowledge gains
the respect of others, but does not
necessarily lose their custom. As
a case in point, Keith Harding has
probably done more than most in
the British Isles to stage-manage
the re-birth of workshop technique,
yet he produces in looseleaf form
a workshop manual describing iust
how every aspect of restoration
can be approached. He also is
keenlv aware of the restorer's and
teachers' most effective tool - the
camera.

The musical box has now been
re-created - and what is more this
has been achieved by amateurs
outside Switzerland. Most of the
new machines have so far been
copies of the old. Experience has
been gained and now we are ready
to embark on Phase Two of the
2lst Century musical box - the
brand new concept which will be
able to consider with equal view-
point both the traditional meth-
ods and the very latest techniques
such as spark-erosion, metal de-
position and growing, other Photo-
mechanical processes and even
the ubiquitous micro-processor.

It is this almost endless fund of
ability and information which
makes the societY a bodY of in-

ber to interrogate the vast data
bank represented by the member-
ship as a whole.

We move into our ninth volume
with the certaintY that we have
even sreater things iust around the
corne;. We step ahead with the
,excitement of a child to whom
evervthing is seen as for the first
time in *onderment. And, above
all, we step together.

ARTHURWIGORD-HUME



HISTORY OF THE ORGAN
by Brian Oram

COMPARED with the Roman
organ found at Aquincum, the
organ decorating a terra cotta
lamp in the British Museum is
therefore slightly larger having 17
notes in its scale but it is not
possible to see how many ranks
are represented; possibly there
may be as many as five. The
organist is seated wearing a
tight fitting cloak with bands
from the shoulder to the hips.
Al,though the head is not shown in
photographs, the instrumentalist
could see over the top of the organ
when playing. This terra cotta is
dated to the first part of the 3rd
century and was made in Tunisia. It
may well have come from the same
manufactu,rer as the Carthage
lamp which shows the organist
standing on a pedestal, as aPPears
in the case of the Copenhagen
lamp.

If the estimate of the organs at
Aquincum is accurate in any way,
then tlere must have been literally
hundreds of these instruments
scattered throughout the Roman
Empire, and proba,bly in those
countries immediately bordering
it. The wide diversity of the dis-
cove,ries of the physical repres€nta-
tions and the documentary evi-
dence ce,rtainly indicates this.

Slave workers

The ancient ruler and scientist
had an entirely different approach
to production as we know it
today. Our rulers and adminis-
trators todav have little or no
comprehension of the effects of
mass production techniques or
how they might affect other pro-
cessors and their assistants. Most
of the artifacts of the Roman world
were the work of freedmen or
slaves. Pallas and Narcissus, both
freedmen, virtually ran the empire
for Claudius, both apparently being
freed by him on his accession.
Thus rnechanisation as an aid was
not pnrcticed.

Automata of various sorts were
userfl pufligly for effect. Perhaps
though, automata is not an accutr-
ate description. The mechanics of
the sirnulated flooding of the
Colosseum were impressive. It
started dry gradually sinking an
island around which maidens in
ba,rges sang. At a given moment
sea cocks were opened and the
boats sank drowning the girls,
whilst on the island wild animals

On page 307 of the previous
volume, the author recounted
the discovery of a Roman
pipe organ at Aquincum and
illustrated its component
parts. He continues here with
the assertion that there must
have been many hundreds of
these instruments throughout

the Roman Empire.

became crazed with terror. How
these little entertainments which
formed Nero's games aotually
worked is unknown today.

What is known, from inference
at least, is given by the Roman
general Suetonius in Claudius 21.
The Fucine Lake was a breeding
place for malaria, and by drraining
it additional land could be re-
claimed. A canal had been cut
through a hill but before the sluice
was opened, Claudius staged a
mock sea battle. " Twelve Rfrrodian
triremes then engaged twelve
Sicilian ones; and the signal for
the fight was given by a mechani-
cal Triton which emerged from the
lake bottom and blew a conch ".
The figure of the triton would be
hollow with a valve at the bottom.
and one bet,veen the lips of the'
triton and the conch. Stood up-
right in the bottom of the lake and
the valve closed, it would be drawn
to the surface mechanically by
slaves, and at the given moment
the valve at the lips opened, prob-
ably setting in motion a free reed.
Fu,rther attempts were made to
drain the lake in 1240, but it was
not until the lgth century that the
operation was completed.

Air compressor

For sheer ingenuity and ingenious
gadgetry an air compressor has
come to us through Syrian texts.
As a prime mover for automatic
rr-usic it was widely used. Attribu-
ted to Apollonios (third century
BC) it ,most likely is of later date.

The original text and sectioned
drawings in Syriac are in the
British Library (MS Or Add
2339D. A modern Westernised
drawing of the complete unit is
on the next page. It consists of
th,ree tanks, the bottom one of
which is divided. Water is allowed
to fall through a regulating tap

onto a waterwheel which tu,rns
bevel gears, the vertical one of
which drives a plate from which a
segment is cut. This catches onto
two levers which lift weighted
valves allowing the wate'r to fall
into the bottom tanks by turn.
Beneath the outlet of the second
tank there is a weighted cup which
is filled with water allowing
another valve connected to the
bottom of the cup to be closed
when the weight of water in the
cup is greater than the balance
weight apposing the fulcrum. The
air in the lowe'r tank is then com-
pressed, being allowed to enter the
air feed pipe to the instrument.
Air stop valves in the two primary
conveyanoes ensure continuous
pressure to the main conveyance
of the instrument. Meanwh le the
water wheel turns the segmented
disc, so that the other half of the
tdiik is opened to the water, and
at this point the fi,rst inlet valve
is shut off. Because the water in
the cup reaches equilibrium when
it becomes immersed in the half
being filled the weight on the ful-
crum opens the bottom valve in
the tank letting the water out and
air in. Certainly the mechanism
could produce continuous wind
but the maintenance would be
somewhat of a problem. The
Appolonius wind raising mechan-
ism was probably modified and
developed to the state given in
San'at al-Zamir.

Herots automata

Hero of Alexandria (circa 62
AD) was an inventor or an inven-
tive dabbler. Besides his spinning
ball driven by steam he was said
to have driven moving figures be-
hind a glass scree,n. This is hardly
automata, but another invention
simple in the ext'reme was a wind-
mill driving and piston type air
compressor. "Anemourion " is
obscure and could mean sails of
timber or flax as can be seen today
at Mykonos and Rhodes, but cer-
tainly not with automatic setting
of sails as found in modern Eng-
land and Holland. The sails (page
4) comprised a spar with two or
perhaps three bars set at right
angles. These attached onto the
end of a pivotted beam, the othe'r
end of which was connected to a
link bar, and thence to a heavy
piston in a cylinder. An inlet and
outlet valve was incorporated. As
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the spindle rotated so it pressed
'the lever down and haul-ed the
piston up. When the lever disen-
gaged the piston was allowed free
fall, and so the process was re-
peated. The,re is no particular
reason why it should not have
worked, but it must have been

if one

ffi:::
it could produce at least f, hp, so
as to be more effective ttran slave
labour and d,raught animals.

By 250 AD, Rome's imperial in-

fluence was beginning to wain but
not until 395 AD was the empire
divided into two parts. Ireland,
never conquered by Rome, held
Christianity in its cradle until the
Dark Ages has passed, by which
time all Greek and Roman know-
ledge had been lost to westerrn
Europe. The Welsh saints in-
fluenced the learning of the Church
of Christ in the oldivestern empire
rivalling Rome on doctrine, but
the sophisticated society needed to
sustain invention and gracious
living no longe,r existed. A small

but potentially powerful village
founded by the Magarians ana
perhaps other Greek States about
660 BC was to carry forward both
'the Roman and Hellenistic cul-
tures until 1453. That villase
became the citv of Constantiie
which he called New Rome, but
today is known as Istanbul. One
small independent and isolated
state still exists of that once power-
ful empirs - the theocratic state
of Athos which nothing female has
been allowed to enter since the
year 972 .AD.
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equipment known to have been in

still is today.
Many engineering projects were

caried out on site as found in the
Roman pumping station in a Rio
Tinto mine in Spain in 1920,
although much of this was appar-
ently built up from some pre-
fabricated units outside Spain. T,his
plant could deliver 2,400 gallons
per hour to a height of 100 feet and
was powered by 16 strong men.

At Verulamium (near St Albans)
were found abortion instruments
of exactly the same shape and
dimensions as used today, besides
clamps, forceps, and knives.

Ancient tools
Throughout England and Wales,

wood working tools have been
found exactly parallelling their
modern counterparts. Chisels, ham-
mers (mainly like the modenn
caulking hammer), planes and
saws, adze and draw knife, and, of
course pit saws. A jack plane of
about 2ft 6ins length was found
with wedge and blade, weighted
with lead.

It was considered by many
commentators that the Ancients
had little or no technical ability.
This is an erroneous view as can
be seen from the physical remains
of the many buildings of, say, 1500
years and older still in existence
and some still in use: the Pan-
theon at Rome, for instance, built
in 50 BC. It is true that comment-
aries by the ancients are lacking
for the simple reason that the
w,riters did not demean themselves
to practical application of their
theories. Thus in the " Dramant
D " wreck were found three bronze
pumps which shows that Roman
engineering was at least as accu,r-
ate as casting and machining up
to around the end of 1948 in more
than general terms. Although the
pump parts are not interchange-
able, the tolerances are from 0.7
mm to 0.2 mm (0'0276 ins to 0.0079
ins). The efficiency has been calcu-
lated at 95o/" and displacement at
140 gallons per hour at one stroke
per second. It is more than in-
teresting to note that the pistons
are inverted - that is the hollow
side is immersed so that there
would be an air trap to stop ham-
mering and possible hydrostatic
locks.

To make these pumps and other

The use of cranks seem to have
been the only problem the ancients
faced perhaps because they could
not obtain the accuracv needed on
an anvil. Various means were used
to convert rotational powe,r to
reciprocal power, and very pecu-
liar some of these methods proved
to be.

The ancients see,m to have for-
gotten more than we have learnt
about end-jointing of timber. One
needs only to inspect the chalice
and vase ware in the Cairo museum
to appreciate the very high stand-
ard of technical craftsmanship, or
some of the many site meseums in
Greece and Turkey.

As for musical instruments,
mention was made that there must
have been hundreds of organs and
mechanical musical instruments in
the Roman Empire. We have little
knowledge of them other than of
the organ of Aquincum, but it
would be safe to assume that the
bulk of them were made of wood,
including the pipes. One can ask
how much would remain of a
modern mechanical-action organ
other tlran the blower after centur-
ies of burial. A few scraps of brass,
some pins and nails, but even
these would oxidise eventually.

continued on page 60



MIJSICAL BOX ODDMENTS
byHAVBulleid

IT IS intriguing to speculate ex-
actly how the musical box makers
of the mid-1800s chose the tunes

composers of opera and dance
music. This explains the com-
parative absence of other famous

country tunes and some unusual
tunes pinned to special order, but
the great majority were operatic
airs and dance tunes. That, after
all, was the musical field best
known to likely buyers and more-
over the many boxes carrying a
range of dance tunes were a domes-
tic asset for small dances.

When it came to overtures.

answer is simple - he wrote a new
opera for presentation at the Opera-
Comique, Paris, practically every
year from 1823 to 1861. In all

about 40 operas. If you do that sort
of thing you get well known. Be-
sides, some have excellent over-
tures.

Auber
Daniel Francois Esprit Auber

was born at Caen in 1782 and had
some success as a composer dur-
ing childhood. After a spell of com-
mercial work in London he decided
to make a career in music and
soon achieved success in Paris with
works for cello and violin. His
first two operas were publicly per-
formed but were unsuccessful, and
his first operatic success came in
1820. About that time he formed
a lasting friendship with the fam-
ous (and aptly named) librettist
Eugene Scribe. They found an
immediate artistic rapport and,
until his death in 1861. Scribe
wrote all Auber's operas. There-
after Auber compoied only two
more operas, the last appearing in
1869. He died in Pa,ris in 1871.
His two main prestige appoint-
ments were as head of the Paris
Conservatoire in 1842 and musical
director to Napotreon III in 1857.

Naturally enough, with his
annual production at the inter-
nationally famous Opera-Comique,
Auber was among the lead-ing
musical figures of ihe period. H;

was a
retirin
ite of
Somet
a ready wit in quiet company, he
never conducted an ochestra nor
attended performances of his
operas. Asked why, he said: " If I
were to attend one of my works, I
would not write another note of
music in my life." On four occas-
ions he collaborated with other
leading composers of the day, in-
cluding H6rold, Boieldieu, Carafa
and Hal6vy.

Auber's operas named on musical
box tune sheets include Masaniello,
or la Muette de Portici (The Dumb
Girl of Portici), 1828 Fra Diaoolo,
1830; Le Dieu et la bayadire (The
God and the Dancing-girl) 1830;
Gustaue III or La Bal masqude,
1833; Le Cheoal de Bronze (The
Bronze Horse) 1835 with a revised
version in 1857; Le Domino Noir,
1837; and Les Diamants de Ia Cour-
onne (The Crown Diamonds) I84L.

Most of ,{uber's work was

The main exception is the famous
Dumb Girl of- Portici which was
written in the best vein of tradi-

Novel Trade Card
In the collection of |oseph H Schumacher of Wilming-
ton, Delaware, is drfis.very unusual fiomped'oeil trade
card issued by M I Paillard of New york. The card
is folded along the centre and is trimmed to represent
a three-quarter view of a musical box. On the
'lid " is the engraving shown below. When the lid

(including gold) illus-
left This eye-catching
highly collectable by
both post-cards and

visiting cards.' One wonders how many other
examples of this novelty exist



tional grand opera and duly ac-
claimed; and it stepped into history
at its Brussels premiere in 1830
when the audience, excited by the
dramatic story about tyrannical
rule, rushed into the streets and
passed on the message to the
crowds and so led to Belgium's
freedom from Dutch rule.

Tune arrangers
No one seems to know exactly

who did the musical ar,rangements
for musical boxes; probably talen-
ted musicians who were also
competent instrumentalists but
who lacked the special combina-
tion of qualities that go to make a
notable composer. They certainly
succeeded in several tricky jobs -fitting all the tunes to the same
abbreviated length, emphasizing
the main melody, imitating many
orchestral effects, adding those at-
tractive decorating notes known to
musicians as ornaments, and at
times applying special effects such

"r 
1o.1s-piano, mandoline and bells.

They also imposed their own in-
terpretations as one can demon-
strate by playing the same tune on
different boxes; and these inter-
pretations sometimes diff ered
widely in emphasis and stYle. For
example, secondary melodies were
sometimes elevated to become the
main theme. The decorations or
ornaments of the tune are some-
times as attractive as the tune it-
self, making you want to hear it
again, and then again, so that one
can well picture an 1870 owner get-
ting "hooked" on a Particular
tune, as pop fans seem to get
hooked today.

But the big question remains,
did the composers like these
musical box arrangements ? The
answer to that must be yes. Lead-
ing composers like Auber, Rossini,
OfienbaCh and Verdi were all
around and flourishing in the 1860s
and they must often have heard
their tunes and condensed over-
tures on musical boxes. If theY
hadn't liked them they would have
said so loud and clear. But since
they kept quiet I feel certain theY
were pleased and even possiblY
flattered.

Swiss background
What were communications like

in Switzerland in 1830 to 1850
during the growing-up Period of
the musical box indus'trY in
Geneva, Berne and Ste Croix ?

Here are some key dates . . .

On fanuary lst, 1849, the Swiss
Franc was adopted as the national
currency; previously there was no
unification of Cantonal currencies
and difierent moneys and values
totalling nearly 300 different coins

were in legal use. Of course the
watch-making industry must have
got well used to this, as it was
established in the 16th century and
flourished specially in the Cantons
of NeuchAtel, Vaud (for Ste Croix),
Berne and Geneva.

In fune of 1849, postal rates were
fixed federally; previously the Can-
tonal posts were autonomous. But
these rates were still based on both
weight and distance, the former in
steps of jJoth (: foz) and the
latter in four zones - up to 10,25,
40, and over 40 leagues (l league
Ivas a " road-hour " of about 3
miles). For local mail these rates
were pre-paid with the Cantonal
stamp introduced in 1843.

In April 1950 Swiss Federal
stamps superseded the Cantonal
issues and the country's postal
system soon became simplified and
fully-fledged. Prompt action by the
Cantons made Switzerland one of
the first countries to follow the
UK's introduction of postage
stamps; they were several years
ahead of their neighbours France,
Germany and Italy. In August,
1851, a foz letter from Geneva to
Ste Croix, about 100 kilometres,
cost 15 centimes or rappen and a I
lb parcel, the maximum weight
allowed, cost Fr 1.70.

Comb finesse
Before starting any work on re-

dampering it is worthwhile, after
cleaning the comb and mounting
it on a wood base, to insert under
the teeth a piece of thick white
paper about an inch wide along the
centre of which a dot can be mark-
ed for every tooth tip, with a larger
dot for every fifth one and a num-
bered line for everv tenth. On this
paper can be noted the successive
damper wire sizes, and any prob-
lem teeth. AJter re-dampering it is
useful for pin-pointing any teeth
which do not play correctly.

Next, decide which, if any, of the
existing dampers are in sufficiently
good condition to retain - i.e.
correct shape, free from kinks, free
from rust, firmly secured, and with
unimpaired springiness. If the
answer is less than about 25 per
cent, it will almost certainly be
quicker and better to replace the
lot.

Place packing washers between
comb and wood base. and sound
each tooth in turn so as to identify

up the scale. It may simply be that

a damper pin is missing; if so,
fitting a new one will restofe pitch.
The effect of the damper wire is
only significant at the extreme
treble limit of wire dampers. The
amount of weight aftecting tuning
is proportional to the total tooth
weight, so one can be careless
about damper pin size at the bass
end of the comb, but elsewhere
any oversize damper pin will lower
the pitch of a tooth, a common
cause of minor tuning imperfection.
When two or more teeth are of the
same pitch, exact tuning can always
be confirmed because if one is
sounded the other will vibrate in
sympathy, which can be discerned
if the tooth is touched with a pin.

Where most of the existing
dampers are good enough to retain,
it is worth making a special tool
for sounding the teeth. Take a few
inches of steel strip about 1/'u inch
wide by about half that thick and
file one end to an L-shape. The
base of the L is inserted sideways
between damper and tooth and
pulled forwards and slightly down-
wards which sounds the tooth with
no,risk of straining the damper and
is handy for immediately touching
an adjacent tooth to check
sympathetic vibrations. It is also
good for cleaning the undersides of
the tooth tips.

The final job before re-damper-
ing is to remove all relevant
damper pins and, before replacing
them exactly as found, making
sure that all fragments of old
damper wire are cleared from the
holes. For this the best tool I have
found is a twist drill of the
appropriate size held in a pin
chuck. The day before removing
damper pins I give them a shot of
penetrating oil.

Lid stavs
The irovision of an effective lid

ay
ve
ir-
SO

But it must be done neatlY. No
black tape sketchilY secured with
drawing 

-pins, nor knotted string
and bent-hooks. Where the lid is
too small to warrant the usual
folding brass staY, the neatest
metho-d I have seen uses two { inch
no. 2 round-head brass screws with
brass washers and a few inches of



white woven cord, about an eighth
of an inch in diameter as sold for
curtain pulls.

Fit the screws first; one inside
the right side of the case at its
centre and ] inch from the top,
and the other on the horizontal
centreline of the lid and about l*
inches in from the right side, mak-
ing sure it is to the right and clear
of the control lever partition in a
lever-wound box. Then prop the Iid
open at the correct angle, measure
the lightly-stretched cord length
between the two screw holes, and
cut the cord half an inch longer'
Treat both ends with woodworking
or carpet adhesive, sealing all the
cut fibres together, and leave to
dry.

About * inch from each end
pierce the cord centrally and insert
the screws with their washers,
polish them beforehand and screw
lently home. If on closing the lid
the cord fouls the case side, slacken
the lid screw and rotate the cord
around it till it carries enough
twist always to fold just clear to
the left as the lid is closed.

Despite shortcomings in the
folding brass stays fitted to larger
lids, it is usually best simply to
straighten them, gently hammer up
the rivets if too loose, and polish
and refit. But the geometry could
sometimes be improved, as I shall
explain among some notes on mak-
ing and fitting stays in a future
set of Oddments. O

Re-tuning
Poly leads
MY method of re-leading the
combs on Polyphon disc musical
boxes has been successfully em-
ployed recently on a large table
model which I had to re-lead
completely.

After the leads have been
soldered on, of course, the combs

must be tuned by adjusting the
weight of the leads and this I do
using a wood carver's tool. I place
a wioden support behind the ieads
which holds the tooth against
bending as I pare away at the lead
with the small chisel. The secret,
of course, is to remove only a very
small quantity of lead at a time so
as not to strain the tooth.

IIM HALL

Maker Identified
ON page 65 of the last volume we published pictures
ol the Ullmaniphone, an unusual organette discovered
in Belgium by member G Mathot. The question was
raised as to whether Ullmann had actually made this
item.

Now Mr Mathot has produced these pictures of an
instrument called the Seraphine owned by Andr6 van

Hall in Laten, Holland. This is identical to the
Ullmaniphone but what is much more important is
that it shows the maker's trade mark and date of
patent. This is 1889 and the
Pietschmann & Son of Leipzig,
Berliner Musikinstrumenten - Fa
the Manopan, Herophon and other machines. O
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avioli comes back
derelict 57-key

life atVestal
THIS fine example of the 57-key
Gavioli organ is in the collection
of Harvey Roehl of the Vestel
Press. The two colour oictures lre
reproduced from colour separa-
tions kindly loaned by the Vestai
Press.

This particular example was
built in 1904 and spent the major
part of its life in Europe before
being sold to Hathaway & Bowers
of Santa Fe Springs in California.
By then it was in a thoroughly
derelict state and many features
of the case were missing, broken or
otherwjse damaged. Harvey Roehl
began reconstruction in 1974 at
which time your Editor examined

the organ at Vestal. Overhaul
proved to be a team effort with
the assistance of exDert wood
carvers who crafted the missinp.
pieces. artists who re-created thi
damaged paintings, and various
specialist workers who assisted
with the orean itself.

The disposition, as with all Euro-
pea n show organs. is impressive
for so small an instrument. The
six-note bass is an extension of the
nine-note accompaniment cello
plus open diapason and trombones.
The accompaniment section is
doubled witli stopped flutes which
extend through the accompaniment
upwards through the l7-note

melody section. The melody sec-
tion has an additional unison rank
of l7 stopped flutes plus string-
toned or violin pipes, a rank of
open flutes and a rank of reed
clarinets. A seoarate 18-note
counter-melody 

- completes the
specification, this comprising bari-
tone (reed saxophones and flutes)
plus a unison rank of flutes and
an octave rank of piccolos.

The organ has one automatic
register which operates the trom-
bones in the bass (G, A, B, C, D
and E) and the baritone rank in
the counter-melody. This is
operated by key number 18 and
cancelled by key 24, while the
bandmaster is controlled by key
number 12.

Bass drum and cymbal are
united from the eighth key while
the snare drum is provided with the
usual two keys number one and
56. This wide spacing is an excel-
lent guarantee that a repeated
snare drum roll will not weaken
the music as could be the case if
the two keys were side by side.



The organ plays a fourth higher
than the indicated pitches, C
actually sounding the F above at
today's concert pitch. This high-
Iights the problems of tuning
instruments of this genre and in
particular the fact that a clear
understanding of the processes of
scales and tuning is needed before
attempting to adjust an instrument.
Attempts at altering the pitch of

the organ to bring it into line with
today's standard pitch would, of
course, prove disastrous.

The business of Gavioli was
founded in Paris in 1845 by Ludo-
vico Gavioli from Modena in Italy.

Ultimately, the brothers Limon-
aire took over the remains of the
once great Gavioli business until
they themselves went out of

business in 1918.
Although Gavioli is associated

with show organs, it is not gen-
erally known that he was a great
and practised horologist and has a
number of patents to his credit.
One of his inventions, a friction-
less clock balance escapement, is
in the Utrecht Museum together
with a painting of him in which the
self-same balance also features. O

ON THE FOTLOWING TWO PAGES are reproduced both sides of a leaflet issued by the Breslau company'
Liehertanz & Richter, advertising their electro-pneumatic Mandolin-Xylophon-Orchestrion. The original of th[s'
reproduced here from the collection of Danny Dekyndt of Aalst, Belgium, is printed on yery thin paper, hence
the show-through of the text on the illustration on page 10.



Neuhcitl Pn eu m atisch = elektrisches Neuheit!

Automatischer Elnwurf fiir iede
gewiinschte Miinzsorte.

Elegantes Cehduse

mit Messingverglasung in
Nussbaum oder Eiche.

Hiihe 24O cm, Breite 130 cm

Tiefe 94 cm

Gewicht des Instrumentes 350 kg

Ttzis: 2600 Mark.

Feinsies lvlusikwerk
tiir Tanz und Unlznhallung.

Nr.6
mit selbsffiilig zuriickrollenden

papiernofen.

Deutsches Reichs-Patent Nr. 123616

tt 1, ,, ,, 183 I 75

Deutsches Reichs-G.-M. ,, 288 458

:: ,: ; ;, 3il1?;
,, ,, 301 555

Liebetanz & Richter, Breslau V.
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Umstzhzndzs Inslrumznt ist in szinzr solidzn Bauart und

szinzr Ubzraus starkzn Bzsztzung dzr zinzzlnzn Stimmzn zinz

uiilligz Neuhzit aul musikalischem Ezbizlz;
zs ist von vollzr, doch harmonisch wzichklingzndzr Musik und

lzinzr flusslaltung. - Das 0rchzstrion znthtilt

56 Klauizt'liine
Z4 Ylandolinenliine

1 Elockznspizl mil 13 Tiinen

1 Xglophon mil 24 Tiinen

grossz und klzinz Tnommel

Becken und Triangzl

Das Xglophon ist vollig nzuarlig zingzbaut.

Eintachz Uorrichtungzn gzstattzn diz flbstzllung jzdzs zin-

zzlnznTzilzs tur sich, sodah das Orchzstrion ganz nach Wunsch

mit vollzr odzr nur tzilwziszr Bzsztzung gzspizlt wzrdzn kann,

Der solide und stabile Bau dzs Wzrkzs gibt diz Earanliz

szinzr f-laltbankzit und sichzrl dem Bzsilzzr einz sltindige Ein-

nahmzquelle.

Vollendetstes Musikwerk der Gegenwart.

Vollstlindiger Ersatz ltir eine gutheselzte Musikkapelle.

Griisste Neuheit der Saison 19081
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GIOVANNI BACIGALTJPO
Berlin's "grnnd old man of the street orgAn" dies

by Peter G Schuhknecht

THE last Berlin barrel - organ
builder, composer, arranger and
barrel-marker Giovanni Bacigalupo,
died at the age of 88 years on 10th
Iuly 1978 in Berlin. Giovanni
Bacigalupo, who in pursuing the
craft of barrel - organ building
created that " unofficial " vet well-
known emblem of the city bf Berlin

- the barrel - organ -- has an
equally great importance for the
history of the city as Heinrich
Zille (1858-1929), who with his
pencil caricatured the back - yard
life of Berlin.

Bacigalupo collected the popular
musical pieces and street ballads
by ear, wrote them down, and ar-
ranged them for the organ barrel or
for the expensive caf6-orchestrions.
The Bacigalupos began their busin-
ess in Berlin, Buchholzer Strasse 1,
in 1875. Not until 1894 was the
Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church
on the Kurfiirstendamm dedicated,
and the first Underground station
opened in Berlin, and Marconi and
Arko carried out their early wire-
less experiments, commissiohed by
the Imperial Navy. At that time
the Bacigalupo organ-building dyn-
asty was founded in Berlin. Gio-
vanni Bacigalupo senior, born on
4th December 1847 in Modena,
Italy, had first studied with Ludo-
vico Gavioli in Paris and then
worked at his commission with

translated by Judith Howard

Chiappa in London. Then he went
to Berlin and established the build-
ing of barrel-organs and orchestri-
ons there with great success. He
worked together with Anselmo
Frati, Guiseppe Cocchi and Anton
Graffigna. From his marriage came
seven children, three girls and four
boys - Luis, Luigi, Guiseppe, and
the youngest, Giovanni. Giovanni
was born on 23rd ]uly 1889 at
Schcinhauser Allee 74. He received
as first name that of his father, the
founder of the firm. Even as a
young boy his musical talent at-
tracted attention. When he was
about six, his father took him to
visit the World Exhibition in Ber-
lin. In the musical section, every-
thing was cordoned off just then,
as the royal visit of the Kaiser was
due. But little Giovanni crawled
between the legs of the visitors and
behind the barriers, and sat him-
self down at a Bechstein grand
piano and played the " Light
Cavalry ". At that mement the
Kaiser came with his entourage,
and they all stood still and ad-
mired the littls boy, assuming that
it was an organised demonstration.
The Kaiser, moved by his perform-
ance, lifted up the little Giovanni
and kissed him on the forehead.

He received piano tuition from
his brothers, who were, respec-
tively, 15 and 18 years older. This

w a s continued by Bacigalupo
through self-tuition. He was also
given piano tuition by the teacher
Funke. Bacigalupo himself said:
" I never touched a violin again;
for it can't give an accompaniment
to a melody ". At the age of 14 he
received tuition in composition.
His first compositions included a
surprising movement in Pastorale
style, with drone-effects in fifths.
At that time the teacher said to his
father : " He can plav better than
I can; only he do6s not know the
theory ". Later on he said to the
father : " You pay me, but he can-
not learn from me ". The teacher
had three piano pupils, who played
on three different pianos. On his
very first day of lessons, Bacigalupo
objected to the tuning of the
pianos and demanded that they
should first be tuned. He alreadv
had absolute pitch even as a smail
boy, and trained himself with his
brothers, who blindfolded him and
played different notes on the piano,
which he then correctly identified.

In 1909 he founded his own
firm, which he called " Bacigalupo
Sons ". At that time there were
three Bacigalupo firms in Berlin,
which competed in the production,
repair and notation of organ
barrels. Giovanni Bacigalupo, the
youngest, founded the firm
" Excelsior " which manufactured

A h'istoric name
|acque.s Binder in

adoms the beautiful
France. (See Volume

case of this u:u;ually large 4E - key street
8, pages 86 - 87 for feature with specification

organ in the collection
on this organ).
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speciallv arranqed music-rolls for
cit6 c<iin-operat"ed instruments and
orchestrions. At that time he
invented a machine by which he
could play on a keyboard while the
notes were automatically marked.
He also developed a copying
process fror the fast production of
organ barrels. Barrel-organ con-
noisseurs can still tell you today
how it was possible to make two
brand-new pieces fo1 x " five-part "
trumpet ,organ within six hours.

The arranger Giovanni Baci-
galupo vras friendly with many
other composers, such as Stolz,
Weill, Olias, Lincke, Morena, Kollo,
Giinter Neumann and Igelhoff.
They discussed their compositions
with Gi,ovanni and before the
premidres; of their new operettas
they would have the leading
melodies marked by Bacigalupo on
organ birrrels. On their return
home in the evening, the visitors
to the opera would find an organ-
grinder 0n every corner, already
playing tlhe stirring tunes. Thus
the barrel-organ helped at that time
to spreacl the latest musical news.
" Baci ", as his friends called him,
was the "middle-man" between the
composer and the man in the street.

One day Berthold Brecht came
to him with the composer Kurt
Weill, as he wanted to have the
" haifisch - lied " (" shark - song ")
from the Threepenng Opera pttt
on to a barrel. Bacigalupo played
the song on the piano and then
showed them both that this melody
was much too complicated for the
non-chromatic barrel-organ. He
then sat down at the piano and
composed a new haifisch-lied in
the form known to us today, which
was immediately accepted by Weill
and Brer:ht. He himself excelled
with many compositions. One of
his last composi,tions was the
Olgmpia March, written for the
Munich Olympics in 1972; and his
very last composition was the
march Greetings to Hannooer,
dedicate<l to the Organ Festival in
Hannover. He was no longer able
to write down this work, composed
in 1977, being then 87 years of age
and blind from old-age. Giovanni
Bacigalupo played,this composition
on the piano, which was recorded
by telephone in Hannover. Trans-
cribed irrto notation, it was then
arranged for a large fair organ and
the book was cut, so that this com-
position was able to greet the parti-
cipan'ts at the Organ Festival in
Hannover in 1978.

In thr: heyday of the barrel-
organ, Bitcigalupo provided for over
400 organ-grinders in Berlin alone
in the 1920's. In addition came

many, many organ-grinders from
the whole of Germany, who travel-
led to Berlin to get new tunes put
on to the barrels. When the organ-
man arrived at Bacigalupo's factory
in Berlin after his long train
journey, he first of all received a
hefty breakfast and was allowed to
sleep-off the journey in a guest-
room. Then he was given a barrel-
organ with which he could straight
away earn his living in Berlin. He
needed no licence, despite the strict
regulations, since the name Baci-
galupo ensured that every police-
man would turn a blind eye. When
the organ-man returned to the
factory in the evening, he could
usually pay for the new musical
pieces with the day's earnings and
take his own instrument back home
with him.

After the second World War with
all its horrors and the humiliating
time which followed. the then 60-
year-old Bacigalupo, together with
his wife Margarethe (n6e Kurth),
laboriously built up again his re-
pair and organ-building business at
Schtjnhauser Allee 74a, right in the
devastated centre of Berlin. His
wife died on 7th August 1977 at
the age of 87. This marriage pro-
duced two children - Dr Giovanni
Bacigalupo, who holds a professor-
ship for tumor-medicine in Berlin,
and the daughter Carmen (later
married to Bcihm), who cared in a
self-sacrificing way for her parents
and for her father in the last year

of his life.
A nephew-Richard Gattorna-

helped in the business and was
known as an excellent craftsman:
his father, Lino Gattorna, was him-
self a master organ-builder and had
supervised production in the foun-
der's business. From the sphere
of the Bacigalupos came many
other organ-builders and arrangers,
who in turn saw to the mainten-
ance and construction of barrel-
organs in other towns of Germany.
Also, his friendly relationships with
other organ-building families, e.g.
Gustav and Otto Bruder in Wald-
kirch, ensured mutual help and a
more productive business: for ex-
ample, at busy periods, barrels and
music-arrangemerits were made by
Giovanni Bacigalupo for Bruder in
Waldkirch, or, in reverse, inlaid
cases, made according to instruc-
tions from Waldkirch, came to Ber-
lin. Some of the most beautiful old
instruments are now displayed at
the " Mdrkisches Museum " (Bran-
denburg Museum) in Berlin.

With his death on l0th July 1978,
Berliners have lost their last master
barrel-organ builder. No musical
instrument \ryas so closely linked to

chara the
The ack-
of th rdy-
for ll.

He was buried on ThursdaY, 20th
fuly 1978 in the St Hedwig Cemet-
ery, Smetanastrasse, Berlin-Wies-

Th,is 48-key street org Brude
and plays eight tunes ng the
trumpets. Christ

o
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ATJCTION IN TEXAS
Eyen the sales are blg ln the Lone Star State

reports Graham Webb

difficult to pick pieces for special
mention, but among the most rare
was certainly a really fine example,
the only one I know which is in
what could be called mint con-
dition, of a 2l[in auto-change
Symphonion with' bells, compleie
with disc bin. This machine shares
with a model of. the 22lin Polyphon
auto-change, also with bells, the
distinction of an upside down bed-
plate. It is only within the last few
years that any Symphonion changer
has been tnowninihe flesh: befSre
this it was only known through
contemporary advertisements by
the Symphonion company of Oskar
Paul Lochmann. Rightly this single
European representative in a total
of five auto-changers fetched the
highest price of the group at
$r7.000.

European musical boxes

European instruments were very
well represented among the more
ordinary disc boxes, if one can call
2llin Symphonions and 22lin
Polyphons with bells " ordinary."
There were several of these on
ofter, each provided with a well
made disc bin or cupboard. Other
upright Polyphons and Symphon-
ions were also present, again with
disc bins of recent manufacture.
Most of the machines were in
restored condition, as were the
many table models. Rarest of the
European upright disc boxes, after
the Symphonion auto-change, was
a triple disc Eroica Symphonion,
though it did not play as well as it
ought.

There were relatively few Ameri-

can upright disc boxes on offer

Regina Corona beside which it
stood. The Olympia, a table model
of which was exhibited at the fine
" museum " of the Eastbourne
meeting in December, was manu-
factured by F G Otto & Sons of
]ersey City, makers of the even
rarer, or at least more sought,
Capitol " cuff " box. Other Am-eri-
can instruments offered were an
upright l2in Regina on a very
pretty stand which, though not
original, added greatly to its attrac-
tion as a piece, two Regina l5jin
console style models and several
table models.

Some 57 table model disc boxes
were present for sale, many of them
with bells. Makers represented in-
cluded Polyphon; Symphonion;
Regina; Kalliope; Troubadour;
Lochmann Original; Stella; Mira.
and Komet. Those with bells in-
cluded a rare spiral spring l4*in
Polyphon and a l4frin Symphonion.
Others of note were an 18in New
Century double box with shifting
disc mechanism; a l5fin short
bedplate Olympia; a " comb and a
half " l5tin Polyphon, a very early
15]in Polyphon with concealed
bedplate, and an even earlier Sym-
phonion with Swiss made combs.

Unusual Polyphon clock
Four disc-playing hall clocks

were offered, one by Regina, two
by Polyphon, and one Symphonion.
One of the Polyphon clocks was
of particular interest in that it took
the form of a Vienna regulator
clock on a stand, with the llin
double comb interior-wind move-
ment in the base.

The sale was, by comparison
with disc machines, short on cylin-
der musical boxes but these in-
cluded some interesting pieces
such as a full organ box by
Bremond and a Nicole Freres
lever wind in an original chinoiserie
lacouer case.

Graham Webb and son-in-law Tim
Chapman-Webb outside their musi-
cal box shop in one of Brighlton's

fashibnable 'lanes'.

THE largest and most significant
recent auction of mechanical musi-
cal instruments was held aI
Houston, Texas, on Saturday, Nov-
ember l8th, 1978. 11 largely con-
sisted of the private collection of
fudge Roy Hofheinz, the former
Mayor of Houston who was instru-
mental in the building of the
famous Astrodome and Astro-
world. This collection, with other
contributions, made the number
and variety of instruments on sale
of supreme interest to collectors of
mechanical music.

The auctioneers were Manor
House Galleries of Houston, pre-
sided over by the likeable and
strong character of owner Don
Mudd. The sale followed a similar
one held in November of 1977, the
success of which prompted the re-
peat performance. The 1978 sale,
however, easily eclipsed the first
one, leading to the hope that the
occasion will become a permanent
feature of the yearly auction
calendar.

Some 270 mechanical music lots
were offered for sale in a total of
440 lots, the balance made up of
slot machines and other collect-
ables. The instruments ranged
from a large Mortier dance organ,
through street and cafe organs and
and orchestrions; Mills Violano-
Virtuosos; various nickelodeons
and player pianos; barrel organs;
disc and organ-playing clocks;
auto-change disc machines; cylin-
der boxes; automata; organettes,
and musical Christmas tree stands,
to musical albums and similar
small pieces.

In such a large collection, it is
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Always of great interest to Euro-
peans are American machines, and
the sale contained a reasonable
selection of these including a

double arrd a single Mills Violano-
Virtuoso. Among several coin-
operated instruments were some
by Wurlitzer and Seeburg, especi-
ally fascinating being a Wurlitzer
Bijou orchestrion with pipes, piano
and oercussion. On the smaller side
was a rv'\/urlitzer Pianino, a key-
boardless instrument, and a pair

of tiny Seeburg ]uniors, similar
coin-ope::ated pianos but smaller.
A keyboard piano with pipes was
seen in the Cremona G, made by
the Marquette Piano Company of
Chicago.

European barrel organs were
present iin several variations. Two
Black Forest flute-playing clocks
were sold, one in excellent con-
dition, and a fine street organ by
Gebr. August & Bernard Riemer of
Kratzan. Bohemia. Best of these

Above: Wurlitzer 4Snote electric
piano, the Pianino, made around
190I. This one has non-standard
clear-glazed bottom doors. Left:
2llin Sy,mphonion self-changer
with bells and original disc bin.
The b
is ups
with
phon which also has bells. The
Symphonion sold for $f2000 -[8,500. Right: Fine example of the
oak-cased Regina Corona 27in self-
changer.

Above: Large street orrgan made
in Kratzen, Bohernia by the Riemer
Brothers. Left An example of the
Mills De Luxe Violano-Virtuoso.
Made in the 1920s, only a few
h,undred were built and they are
today considered great rarities.
Original price was $3,000. Right:
Early example of the Seeburg Style
L electric piano, a 65-note model
witJr mandoline attachment Note
the full-length front doors which
characterise tdre earliest of what
was advertised as the " smallest
electric piano made ". In 1924 this
sold for $850.

organs however was a large ex-
ample by Bacigalupo, playing ex-
tremely well. Another of the same
size by Bruder was in need of
rebuilding.

A complete day was required for
viewing such a large collection.
Even then strict attention to duty
was necessary if all the pieces of
interest were to be examined
thoroughly. The day allowed, from
9am to 9pm, was hardly enough to
allow browsing. The sale itself

lasted from llam to 7pm, auction-
eer Don Mudd being on the rost-
rum the whole time except for a

break of about l0 minutes. Food
and coffee were on sale through-
out, while on viewing daY cheese
and biscuits flowed free.

Having attended only one Ameri-
can auction before, a verY brief
visit to a rather grand house in
San Francisco with Ralph Heintz,
I was totally unprepared for the
friendly free-for-all Texas style

l5



Above: Unusual Polyphon hall
clock in form of a Vienna regu-
lator on a stand with inside wind
llin movement in base. Below.
Regina Style l7a l2fin disc mach-
ine on non-original base.

Famious in the
w,o r l,rd of dre
dance organ was
Theofil Mortier
whose business
began around the
time of t}B end
of the First
World War. Thds
example of his
work, right, has a
piano - accordion
on the front and
fretted sid,e panels
which belie its
c1925 date. Hath.
away & Bowers
sold this 87-keyer
in 1968 for $5995.

happening at Houston. A party
atmosphere was generated by the
large attendance of collectors and
dealers from all parts of the United
States and beyond. Many had come
simply to be part of a large gathe,r-
ing of fellow enthusiasts, happy to
treat the occasion as a short holi-
duy, complete with the camper
parked outside, though I dare say
most ended the day with a purchase
or so.

Don Mudd started the proceed-
ings from his ex-church pulpit
rostrum with a general chat on the
circumstances of the sale and the
rules of play, and we were off ! The
auction started with a machine gun
rattle of words and figures that
failed to register any meaning for
me for several lots. The ear gradu-
ally became attuned and I decided
that the method being used was
that of a southern state tobacco
auctioneer. When, however a little
later we were treated to an imita-
tion of a tobacco auctioneer in full
flow I decided Don had been going
slow as a favour to just such as
the likes of me. We were also given
an impression of an English
auctioneer, dedicated to me by Don
from the rostrum, a tiny vignette
which ended in sleep.

With these and other diversions
to keep the company happy, the
auction continued, punctuated by
generous applause for any buyer of
a lot for $10.000 or more. The
chance to view such a collection
of instruments in one place, the
opportunity to meet so many en-
thusiasts, many of them old friends
not seen for years, the hosPitalitY
found on all sides, all of these
made the trip most worthwhile. To
be able to bring a few instruments

home after so many years of one-
way traffic was a distinct bonus, as
was my stay in a country which
has so much to offer, apart from
mechanical musical instruments.

0rchestrions
Electric Pianos

Muslcal Boxes
.l,{aLers 6y sleciel ay'loidmen! to I{.M. thc euccn;

IMHOF & MUKLE,
110, NEWOXTORD STREET, W.C;

Factory : Yc_rnnnNsecrr, Beonw,

From the library of the Editor
cunes this undated advertissment
of Imhof & Mukle which is of a
style not seen before. The era of
tlre electric piano or so.called
" expression t' piano mus't dnte this
piece around the tur'n of tJre cen-
tury-Queen Victoria died in 1901.

1'
m
n'll
o
n
tlz
o
m
g)

II
l,

are severral sheets of difierent date showing extla numbers.
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ARRANGED FOR THE

SYMPHoN roN
quslu n0{ns .{+

+>- m {UT0MAT0NS.

j
il
Jl

il[LL EXCEPT THE SMALL SrzE
J - SYMPHONIONS ARE WITH

DOUBLE COMB ARRANGEMENTS.

PATENTED IN ALL COUNTRIES

hST OF NEW TUNES

SYMPHONION "ROCOCO" No. 25c.
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List of Music-Discs No. 25
te be lcsd for

Symphonione llo. 25, 25n, 25n ,25, , 25^E, Automaton llo. 25, 25s and 33, .

Hall Clock llo. 25$ and Begulator llo. 25u.
\/hen ordeting etate nuxrbers only. gf? New tuneg are lrcing constantly adtLed.

No. ] Titlo i composeauy

'3069
3070
'3072

3073
w5
3(ts0
3086
3086
3087
3088
3089
3090
309r
3092
3094
309i
3098
3098
3100
3102
3104
3105
3108
310{,
3ll0
3112
3113
3114
3115
3117
3118
3r20
3l2l
Irn
&125
3128
?r32
3189
3140
8l4l
st42
3r€
3lc5
314S
314!t
3160
3752
3153
3164
3166

a166
8169
e161
3162
3163
3ts5
3166
3168

rn to turn.. Waltz.
(Die Rantla knnrmt.) March

Parlour Music

aue"'See.'f'*om ihe

irt arr'uitt."s'Loetj

.ttL:"t""*h uTiHil l':"1"". 
t""q

,rCormen,,-

Miserere, froa tho op""ai ,,T"oobad.no"" .

Tbe Mountqia Stream. Englisf Song.

.L Strauss.

eauJiti.
I'. Mentlelssobn-ts.
G. Donizetti.
G. Verdi.
G. Meverbeer,
tr'. v. Flotow.
Ohas. Gounod.
C. M. v. Weber.
C. Plauquettg.
Arth. Sullivan.
G. Michaelis.'W. A. tr[ozart.
[r. Yrarlier.
l'. vl tr'lotow.
G. Verili.

D(i. Donizetti.
Ohas. Gounoil.
E. Audran.
Fr. v. Supp6.
Frz. Schubert.
X'. Gumbert.
L If. Bayley.
Frz. Schubert.
tr'. Mendelssohn-ll.

I. Gumb?rt.
Brgham,

**t
Nelson.

**+
D..*Mu.tl Luthlr.
.Ioh. Resch.
Desormes.
A. Lwoff'.

***
Cl. M; v. Weber.
t). Milliicker:
Rich. Wagner.
Kate Simmons.
IIenry Ghys.
L. Andr6e.
White.
Schilil.
G. trfichaelis.
G. Verili.

C. Milliicker.
Frz. Schubert.
Chas. Gounod.
Speier.
Oharlemagne.
Geo. Bizet.
O. M6tra.
G. Verili.
Fretl. Baker.
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Li*t of ilrlsle-Discs I{o. 26
to bc ursd for

$ymphonfong llo. 25;:25',25,o15t',25^2, Automaton llo.'25, ?6{ and 33;

Hall 0lock to. 25s and f,egutator llo.p5n.
Whin oqdering rtato numbers only. "rl*? Ncw tirnes ai'c being constantly arldol'

TNo Conpose$'by

3171
8172
3177
3180
3182
3184
3186
3186
3189
31S0
3192
3193
3194
3196
3198
3199
3W
3204
3204
3W
3208
32m
a2t2
Bil6
32tS
3290
3W)
3223
9228
32n
s28l
3238
32it9
s24{)
3241
?243
3244
s246
3%7
3?,8
3249
325\
3262
Ezil
3265
s257
3268
3261
3262
3263
3266
3273
?274
3276
3277
3278
3279
3280
'3282

Full of .Joy. Polko . ,
Wien bleibt 'W'ien. March . 

:. :

i''

I'h. I'ahrbach,
Sohrammel:
R. Fiirster.

From Hrialt to Heart. Mazurlo

Hohenftietlberger March
fiagoon Waltz from the operette: ,.A Niglrt irr Verrit'c-' .

The Skaters. Waltz
;Gruess euch Gott" Polka from ,.The Tylolian"
The Maidens prayer . i .

G. Verdi.'
F. i. Supp6.
P. M*rcogni.
O. Teich;
J. Blahms.
W. Al Moza.t,
H. Jiinsit.
B. Keyll.
J. S-trauss.
O. U6tra.
L. Zene.
Rud: Niemann'.
Th. Kcsohat.
Danko Piita:
A.''Boililieu.
R. Eilenborg.
,H. Giita.
F. trlentlelssohri'B:
Fr. Siloher.
C. Zeller.
Ambr. Thomar.
C. ltilliickdr"

:3+:l
A: Sullivan:
llich. Wasner.
E. Paladiihe.

**:t
H. lVeiilt.
Ft. Silcher.
Ar K6ler-tsela.

:!**
Fretlerik the Great.
I'r. Wagner.
Fretlerift the GreaL
Job. Strauss.
-8. Walilteufel,
C. Zellet.
Th. Bailarzewska.

La Mandolinata, Serenacle.
biong

GermaD fi"llg
),9:"]-. *.'',1

Auf tler Alm, tla, lielrt's ka Siinil'. Tyrolian Sr-'lg
Torqau Militarv }Iarch
Ich-sende dieed Illume Dir. Gerrnan Sbns.
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List of Music-Dises No- 26
to bc urcd for

Symphonionr llo. 25, 25n, 25o, 25r, 25^E, Automrton llo. 25, 25r and 33,
Hall Clock llo.25s and Begulator l{0. 25n'

Vhen ordering state numbers only. {C? New tuucs are being conetantly adiloil.

Oopposetl by
I

No. I Title
I

3285
Bi86
3t00
3302
3304
3308
3310
331 I
3312
3315
3316
332r
3322
3324
?326
3327
3328
3329
333r
3333
3334
3335
3338
3339
3341
331j2
3343,
3341.
3345
334{i
331-7
3349
33i0
3351
3352
3353
3358
3359
3360
3362
3364
3366
3367
3368
3369
3378
3380
3385
3387
3390
3392
3393
3404
?405
3406
3$7
3411
3414
,3416

Waltz from tbc opera: ,,[rd gran via"
Vienna Blood. (Wicner Blut.) Wall,z
El rubmcrino Percl. Polke

. ( lermatr trlnrch
eh S,rng

::::::::

Duet fuom the operette; ,,'fbb Tyroliau" .

'fales from the Vienna lVoud: Waltz
Kiss Waltz, fronr the operette ,,The }Ierry War"
Romance frurn 

'Boccacoiou 
(Ilstr' ich nur deine lriebcj

Itikailo llfarch from t[e operette: ,.Mikado"
Sailor's Hornpipb
Blessed be the Tie, that binds. (lhoral
Climbing up the golden Staire". Schrrttish .

Septuor from the opcra: ,,.t)rna,ni"
Hvdropates Waltz .

The vdcant Clhair. Solg arrd (lliolus .

tr'ieher's Ilornpipe. Schottish
Hail to the C:bicf. Anrerir:an llarch
Jesus lover of nry 'Soul. Arrreri<:an llymn
Robert, my treloved from thc oJrera: ,.Rohert le l)iable"
,Halleluja". Chorus frorn the-()ratot'iunr:,,The tr{esrias'"
IIv Sweetheart. Waltz
Iri Barbir'de. Seville. 0verture .
(iallop,,Tbe Yagabondsn
Cavelleria Rusticana Inllnrntczz<t

rlrrlrtrtr
l'ar f(rrn the Ball.. {Loin clu tsal.)

.)

Waltz
,,1lannh S,usert'

( ihrreca y Yalverde.
,1. Strauss.
liagmsria,
O. B. Bollmon.
R. Spofforth.
J. Davy.
A. Sullivan.
Hastings.

r***

l'. Mendelssohn.li.

Ilenry Carey.
-8. llack.
C,lV. Brandenbulg.
G. 1'. Hiinilel.. -
IL Nilsson.
ti. Yeldi.
G. A. White,
R.. Dilenbers.
,loh. Strauss.
Q. Zeller.
.foh. Strauss.
Joh. Strauss.
l'r. $upp6.
A. Sullivan.
Bille Ta,ylor.
G. F. I{d,ndel.
tr'. Heisers.
G. Venii.
J. (iungl.
(i. l'. Rool,
Chas. Grobe.

***
Blake.
(iiac. ileyerheer.
G. I'. Hiindel.
Charlee Connolv.
Roseini.
J. Strausr,
P. Ilascar$i.
tlh. Gounod.
G. Schirnrcr.
Th. Koschat.
C. IlI. v. lVcber.
Ivanovici.
O. Kellcr.
Necke.
Il, .I. Saycls.
S. -U. I'oster'.
A. Thomas,
R. Vollstedt.
-['r. Ohopin.
Neumanu,
llrrzart.

t. iiittnt.
Rich. Wagner'.
J. 1'. 'Wagngr,

J. Strauss:

Romeo and Juliette. Waltz
llhe I)anubc l)ude. (D6nau-(iigerl.) rlla.rtilr
-Beinr .l'enstcrltu. (icrnrarr Song
Iuvrtation to thc l)a.nce (Auflbi'deluug zuru 'l'a.nz) . .

Neteor Waltz .

Tara-ra-bcrrrrn-tle-ra. ]llarch
The Bells of tho }lolastcry . . '.
1l'ata-ra-boorn-tlera. Uorrric Song , I

Oltl .l'otke at Hr.rrrre
-Untre-Act. Gavotte lrorn tlre olrera: ,rtrlignon"
Jolly l'ellows. \\raltz . . .

I'uneral llarch'lrom the -B-rrrinor Sunate
Wenn du noch eine Jlutter hast. Genuaq Song.
l0th Sonatl E flut }Iajor, trlcnrret Nu. I .

Oh y<-ru lovely Evening Star frorrr
Under the Double Dagle. trfarch
trforniug Leaves. Wdlfz . t .
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List of i[usic-Discs No. 25

Enphonlons llo.2b, 25n,zsc, i'sT,"ill"i Automaton l{0. 25, 2bs and 33,
Hall Clock l{o.25st and Regulator l{0. 2bI.

Wlcn ,,'r'ttorir.rg state nuurl-ruls ouly. rIC& Ncw tunos urtl lroirrg r:onsl,ilnl,ly addctl.

N". 
I

Titlo (Jourprlscd by

3416
3418
3420
3421
3423
3421
34?:o
3426
3477
3428
342{,)
tr430
3431
3432
3433
3434
3135
3436
34i]8
3439
3440
34/.2
3443
34+L
3445
3446
3M7
3448
3449
3462
34.56

t467
3459
3160
3461
34.62
3463
3464
346i,
3468
:1469
3470
3471
3472
3473
3474
:t478
3482
3rt88

X. Silli'nio (() rlaior) .

I'lc,wur lirver:t lionranuc lrour ,,1'aus[" .

Sacred Song
rter brennctt. t )hlistrrras Solg
Clhristusl<inrl.. 

], .

llhe Seventh New-)'olk Rcgilrerrl,
The Rrryal Nnvv. Polka ll,rr.npirrc.
Antlleas. lkfl'ar (,.7iu -illantlurr irr tlu.n,lcrr.l. (it'r'rran S'lrg
Lct nle Alonc. Sa,r,rcd
Hippi.lril'p! hur,rah! -!)rrrperor.'s .[[arclr
I'reiheiI dic irrl mt,irr,r. (l('l'nran SunI
The Bowely Soug .

Kathleon .llavoulncr,rr
'lrarl1r, tramJr, trurrryr .

['sc g]winc ]rack tr llixic. Negro Song .

lly Swcetlrcart' s the nlarr in l,hc lloun .

W. A. l[rrzult.
Clr. Grrunt-'d.
lL Milbr'.
Yolkslicd.
tr'r. Silchcr:
Irassen.
Nosmiillor,.
fr.,[,ielre.
G. Krcutzer.
.I. Tabrar.
O. M. v. Webcr.
trIc. Glennon.
IIanrrnontl.
(ico Le Rrunn.
Th. Bonbeur,.
Mtiser.

*t*
KurLotl.
Oa,r'l (iross
l'eloy flault.
F'. \\r. N. ('r'ouch.
Oh. Grobc.
C. A. White.
James 'l'bort,r,r.
(jh. Globc.
-!)d. Holst.
Sousa.
Ch, Ilallis.
Adolph Baumbach.
l[endelssohn.
C. Zellet.

A. Nieithaltlt,.
C. L. Unrath.

(l.La'rles }tolln. 
*

0d. -Holst.
( ihas. J. ( h'th.
0l.ras. H'/rrwitz.
il,-,ck.
Ohr'. Baoh.
A: .lI. Zinn.
.Ios. [)laudner'.
(ihas. K. tlarris.
{ ). Wiggins.
t has, J. Orth.
Kontsl<y.
l.'ir,ul Linclio.

-thLr rrpett[inqk.
S. Jores.
(i. I'. Hacndel.
O. l!t. v. Wcuer.
,ErlperorWilliarrr II.

n"''dit. '
IIehuL
Otto 1['aubert.
O. M. v. ''W'eber.

Annie lauric .

Gooctbye-sw_eetrfi'earn,goudfry". . : : : : : : :
\\rashington Pirst Malch .

Al'ter l,he lSall
'fe I)eurn Lautanrus .

Radger Gavotte .. :
Hoarts. Song with (llrr,rus 

,

.tle nevcr came. Waltz
Nauts Grand llaroh

3493
349,1
3499
35(D r

3500 rr
3i0l
3502
3605
3506

Hcveil du li,xr ('l'he AwaLer-rirr{ ,,f the Lion}
I)aisy _r1uccn. (Gigcllki.inigin.)' Rlrinclahtler
little tsrother, corirc daucc with rirc. fronr the l'airv urrcra:

,,Haensel and Gretcl,,. '.

It,o. Song. . ;

(tIr:luerrnarsch)
(Irn Walil). S6ng 

I

,u "riirt .o,t'I'iuri.- . . :

: ,,1lfoses'i
tmas sr-rng .

insarn bin,ich, niclrt alleine")
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Irist of trfiirsic'Discs No. 25
to he urod fot

Syrdphonions il0.r25, 25", 250, 25r, 2548, Automaton llo. 25,"252 and'39,
Hall Clock to. 25et and Regulator:,tlq. 25n.

Whcn ordoring etate nuubcre only. $t? Now iuno6 are lleingoonslent-ly a'fldeil.

No. i

3607
3608

3509
p510

351 1

3612
#13
't5L4
3515
3516
3617
3618
3619
3620
3621
36?,2
3623
&\24
3625
35%
'J527

?628
#w
35A0
3531
?632
3533
?6U
36Q6
3637
3638
3639
3(A{)
354t
34,42
364i1
st&
3545
&546
&549

a662
3555
?554
365i
3666
3667
i1558
3659
3660
3662
36ri3
3564

3566
3667

fitle Conrposgd by

Katv Mahone , 1 Ch. 0lcqtt:
f"ri g*e me your Love Minnie Relle'
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With TIM CHAPMAN.WEBB

Established 1954

18 YEARS IN PERIOD MECHANICAL MUSIC PUTS US MILES AHEAD IN EXPERIENCE

The interior of a Mills Violano-Virtuoso self-playing violin with piano accompaniment. We now

have two of these for sale, one in good playing order, and one in fully restored condition. Or

perhaps you would prefer one of our Regina auto-changers ?

JUSTAFEwoFoURCAREFULLYSELECTEDPERIODPIECES

1I, SHIP STREET GARDENS, BRIGHTON, E. SUSSEX
T e I e p h o n e : 027 3-21803 177 2154

PERIOD INSTRUMENTS ONLY
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Autumn Meeting Reports
AT the Autumn Provincial Meet-
Tg of the Musical Box Society of
Great Britain held on Saturday,
November 18 at the OxfoiA
Restaurant, Long Eaton (between
Nottingham and-Derby), an atten-
dance of fifty-one members com-
fortably filled the private room
reserved for the occasion. It was a
room ideally suited to the purpose
containing a platform fbr - 

the
speakers, seats for the audience.
tables for the displav of members'
items, dining tablei around the
perimeter, and a well-equipped bar
in the rear.

Visitors were welcomed bv Dr.
Robert Burnett, who had organised
the event and who welcomed
members to his home on the Fridav
and Saturday evenings. Mrs Burnedt

mustn't say " man-
ys !) the registration
th our indefatigable
Waylett.

The programme opened with a
most interesting talk by Dr Peter
Whitehead entitled " The Late
Canon Wintle ". Obviously a great
deal of research has been- don-e bv
Dr Whitehead on the activities of
this colourful character whose life
became so involved in the world of
barrel-pianos. Dry facts and figures
became intermingled with - the
humourous side of the Canon's
character. The story of how he
succumbed to the desire to
masquerade as an Italian organ
grinder and his brush with the
police constable in a Blackpool
back street certainlv fired -the

audiences' imagination ! By the
magic of the tape-recorder we were
treated to a sample of the Canon's
pleasant voice and to a part of one
of his organ-grinding recitals.

After an excellent British lunch,
we were treated to the " Con-
fessions of a Coin Machine Col-
lector " by none other than the
master showman and fire-eater
extraordinary, Jon Gresham. Be-

thralled as they were made to
understand that these machines
were far more than mere chunks

talked with later; so he may well
have an extra competitor in the
saleroom! As a bonus we had a
brief peep
theatrical
things as
headless la
in goldfish bowls, etc.

Then, from the ridiculous to the
sublime (if I may say so without
oftence) Dr Burnett talked on the
subject of " The Music from Snuff

items were better seen by the audi-
ence by means of projeited colour
transparencies, so the ,quietly play-
rng movements were better heard
pre-recorded on tape and repro-
4q.-.d at higher volume on high.
fidelity equipment by Gordbn
Atkinson. Dr Burnett is to be
complimented in having had the
foresight to acquire such works of
art at a time when they were more
plentiful.

After tea visitors were given the
opportunity to demonstrate items
they had brought along with them.
Perhaps the most unusual item was

Harold
which

ft,t'l
recital from his overture box-his
favourite - which played four
pieces trom Norma.

So ended a very pleasant and, at
at f3'50 all in, a remarkably in-
expensive meeting for which we
must heartily thank Dr Robert
Burnett, of course for attendine to
its organisation - and every"one
else who helped to make such an
interesting event. IAcK TEMeEST

Eastbourne
Meeting
A REGIONAL meeting of the
Musical Box Society of Great Brit-
ain was held on Saturday, Decem-
ber 2nd, 1978, at the Southview
Hotel, Eastbourne, Sussex. It was
organised by a sub-committee of

Autopneumatic
Singing Pin
IN 1888, when such was the flood
of ideas and the hope of those who
had them that a method of tyine
a piece of string could, and sdmel
times did, get patented, a tiny piece
was invented that went unnoticed
in the excitement of Edison's repre-
senting of the phonograph, and the
rapid rise of the disc musical box.
It was called, believe it or not, the
epin gle aut opneumatique chantante
which translates from the inven-
tor's native French to: autopneu-
matic singing pin.

All becomes clear with one
glance at the illustration, since in
fact the head of the pin, a scarf pin,
is a bird head. The idea was to ask
someone to admire the new pin,

by Graham Webb
and while they studied it, to acti-
vate a mechanism that moved the
bird's beak and caused it to sing.

The pin is pushed into the scarf
and a length of thin rubber pipe
attached to the lower end. On the
other end of the pipe is placed a
photographer's shutter bulb, and
this is kept in the trouser pocket.
When the bulb is pressed it sends
air up the stem of the pin to the
head. In the head there are two
branches of metal pipe, the air
going into one moves the beak,
and that going into the other
causes the head to sing by passing
through a whistle. At the time this
novelty cost the princely sum of
20 French Francs. O
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ffirian Clegg
flDugeum of flDecbanical flDugic

Callers by appointnent only.

SbipDbanr
lllretforD, thorfotk

Gelepbone
Eerebam 820277

Makers of mechanical music since

L975

A new arrangement being punched.

Discsupto15" E6, l9t[10,22" EIz.
New arrangements for 19f are fl5,

for 221 f.20.

This is our 28" Pheonix playing
twelve saucer bells. We also have
25" twin discs playing 24 tubular
bells. and twin 23" playing 32

tubular bells.

Bedplates and Motors
for our new machines.

You name it we make it at a
price vou can afford.

Star Wheels for any machine I2]p
sold in complete sets only. PENNY
IN SLOT 75p. Polyplon automatic
musical instrument f,I. Pediments

carved and polished f,45.

Cabinets made to order f,200. Bins from f130.

New Combs to your pattern.

New Discs.



five Sussex members under the
leadership of ]ohn Cowderoy. Some
eighty members attended to hear

Mr Tlill spoke of the development
of his interest in barrel orsans
from childhood and demonstrited

uniqueness of each box.
At this point lunch was served : this

was buffet-style which afforded mem-
bers the opportunity to talk among
tnemselves.
. After lunch, Alan Clark gave a
lecture and demonstration on repairing
disc projections which aroused conl
siderable interest and discussion.

The final tea break,
was given b . This waion the art music formechanical d he was

ably assisted by young enthusiast
Gareth Stubberf,eld who played a selec-
tion of discs including some of Timms'
own arrangements on an llin Polyphon.
Mr Timms analysed the arrangements,
demonstrating points at the piano, This
fascinating talk also aroused a lengthy
debate,

A special feature of the meeting was
the " museum ", a carefully arranged
display of selected items assembled
from the collections of a number of
members in the South East. The bulk
of the exhibition was housed in two
rooms, one devoted entirely to cylinder
boxes, and the other to disc machines
supplemented by a display of pipe
barrel organs in the lecture room, Many
rare and interesting items were on
show in this exhibition which totalled
some 100 pieces. Demonstrations were
under the control of the organisers, one
box being played at a time so enabling
everything to be heard properly and
avoiding the otherwise inevitable jangle
of sound from several instruments being
played at the same time.

The display in the disc room in-
cluded a line-up of l5]in machines for
comparison. These consisted of Poly-
phons in three comb formations, long
and short bedplate Reginas and an
Olympia, Outstanding among several
bell accompaniment instruments pres-
ent was an example of the rare
22in Polyphon " Emerald " folding top
model which appropriately played
Christmas music.

Considerable interest was shown in a
four piece display of Orphenions, en-
abling many members to become
acquainted with the sweet and mell,ow
sound of this particular marque for the
first time. Other items included a verv

early Symphonion and a fine 17*in
Stella.

In the cylinder room, a mouth-water-
ing display awaited members. Notable
was a specialised exhibit entitled

the century. Three of the early items
on show have been the subject of
descriptions in previou5 issues of
The Music Box.

A fine group of overture boxes was
in the centre of the room, including
examples by Nicole Freres and a
Francois Nicole. Early pieces on show
included several clock-base movements,
a " rigid notation " part-overture box
by F Nicole, and a very early fusee-
wound box signed Chappuis. A fine
automaton pianist proved a great at-
traction, particularly with the ladies
present.

Other display items included a line-
up of forte-piano boxes including three
of the single comb type, and a small
group of hidden drum and bell boxes.

The museum was open for most of
the day and proved to be an outstand-
ing attraction, well worth the trouble
involved in preparation. It no doubt
proved to be something of an eye-
opener to newer members who may not
have had the opportunity to examine
such an extensive assembly of boxes
before. Such an exhibition is particu-
larly valuabls in the present deplorable
absence of a permanent museum in this
country, providing in-depth coverage of
musical boxes. It may, one hopes, give
inspiration to future meeting organis-
ers. RUTH COWDEROY

0ululosun

tr

tr

C,.fin6Fil
r979

of

MUSICAL BOX PARTS
CYLINDER TYPE

st
(Refunded against Orders)

Produced by and auailable from:

L. W. Tew-Cragg
7 GOLDSDOWN ROAD,

ENFIELD,
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND

EN3 7QY

Telephone 07-804-4924

6:00=--D

Lesley Evans
PLAYER PIANO SPECIALIST

High Quality Grand and Upright player pianos

Restored throughout to the Highest possible
Standards usually available from stock.

A Large Stock of Original Rolls
(88 and 65 note)

Plus the entire range of
NEW IAZZMASTER AND RAGMASTER

ROLLS
Always available at Competitive Prices

VISIT US AT LISS
(phone Liss 3382 for appointment)

or send S.A.E. for details to:-

P.0. Box 12 . AIBESF0RD . HANTS.
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I{ORFOLK POLYPHON CENTRE
(Norman and June Vince)

We specialise in the Sale and Purchase of all forms of

MruCHANIO'AL DIUSIO and OLOCKS

One of a pair of Automaton rFlower Sellers, Each fiEure stands 33in.

high and there are cams to control head, arm and eye movements'

ON B1I45 ONE MILE EAST

OF BAWDESWELL VII,LAGE

Telephone: Bawdeswell (036-288) 230

A wide range is stocked and

offered at highly competitive
prices.

DISC TTACEINES

CYIJINDER, BOXES

OB,CHESTR,IONS

OBGANS

SINGING BIR,DS

AUTOT[ATA

AND X'INE CI,OCKS

Wood Farm,

Bawdeswell,

Bast Derehnln,

Norfolk

e,0tf

We are always available during weekends. Please confirm weekday visits beforehand.
Planes and trains can be met in Norwich.



Spool alignment jig
TH
:po
mg
of
between which the rnusic roll fits
have to al_ign with the take - up
spool and the tracker bar. For thii
critical purpose, Aeolian manu-
factured special cast-iron iigs, the
top bar of which was bored to take
end plugs to align eithen 65-note
or 88-note spool ends and the lower
end was hinged to fit between the

take-up spool flanges. Recently A
I Morgan, inventor of the Aimore
roll perforator shortly to be de-
scribed in The Music Bor, found
one of these and brought it in to
the Editor for examination. Here
it is seen registering the Editor's
65-note chucks on his 65/88
Steck (top) and with, the 8&note
ends in the Weber Duo-Art (bot-
tom). The central slit aligns with
middle E on the keyboard for 88-
note, and F for 65-note rolls. O

F'ORSTER & ANDREWS
TIIEIR BARREL, CHAMBER
AND SMALL CHURCH OR-
GANS bg Laurence Eluin. pub-
lished by the author at l0 Almond

ool, Lincoln. I40pp,
bs tz5mm (6&iii;,
cotsers. f4.75.

Mr Elvin's first book on this
famed Hull firm of organ builders,
Forster & Andreb s, Orgai
Builders, 1843 - 1956, filled "an
important niche in our understand-

on

ffi;

. 
In this new work, besides pro_

vlcllng a necessary precis of the
former book, Lauience Elvin de-

many
made,
rgans.

listed and in several cases the $ii:
fication is given in full. The oriiinal
ledger entry for the barrel-and
finger organ at Dent Church near

by foot (r,yhen barrel-played) or by
hand (with the aid of the 6lowei-
boy). Complete with deal case and
inclusive of carriaqe and erection
this cost f98.10.0-rather less than
$200 ! That was in March of 1854.

Also listed are five dumb organ-
ists Forster & Andrews madJ -including two for two-manual in-
struments one of which belonged
to a house in Paisley.

The company's decision to build
the low-cost Scudamore chapel
organ is described with the instiu-
ments they built itemised.

The author writes :

Forster and Andrews could not have
been established at a more opportune
time, for not only were churches of
all denominations building places of
worship at a steady pace, but as far
as the Established Church was con-
cerned particularly in country dis-
tricts, organs were few and music
was either non-existent or in a sorry
state To meet the awakenins
of the spiritual and musical life oT
the church, organs were installed
where hitherto they had been absent.
It was all very well to install an
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list of Music-Discs No, 25
to lre uscd for

Symphonbnr llo. 25, 25n, 25c, 25r,25AE, Automaton llo. 25, 25c and 33,

Hall Clock llo. 25st and Begulator l{0, 258.

When ordering slate numbers onlg,
o . New lunes are being constanilg added.

No. 
I

Title Composert by,

3001
3002
3003
3004
3005
3006
3007
3008
3009
3010
3011
30L2
3014
3016
3017
3019
3020
3021
3(n3
3025
3026
go27

3028
3029
3030
3031
3032
3033
3034
3035
3038
3039
3040
304r,
so42
3043
3044
3045
3046
3047
3048
3050
30il
3053
3067

3060
3061
3062
3065
3066

:3067

,Tannh[user ]Iardr
My Darling (Hetzliel-,chen mcin). Serenrrle
Serenacle from the olrerette: ,,Roccaccio"
Waltz No. 2 and 3 fron tlre operette: ,,I)onua Ju'anitair
Duet fi'om tle opera: ,.Nollrflt'
BIue Sells of Scotltnd

avotte
thee from ,,The.llrumpeter of Siiktingel"
on the Rhine. German Natioltl Sons.
.,The lle'lls of Oorneville" .

I:a Marseillaise. l'rench l{ational Sons
tr'orwarril Eicycle Galopp . .

Rbses from thd South. 'Waltz
Know you the lrand'? .Air frorn the opera: ,,Mignon-
Ilome. sweet Honie.
Bridai Chorus froni the opera: ,,Irohengrin"
The first kiss. Waltz .

Retl, White and Blue. Xuglisli popular song .
Mikado Waltz
The Poaclrer. Ga,lopp .

Tyrolienne from tlre-6perette: nl:a vie tle Jla,rie"
The Trumpeter of thi Regirri'ent (Reginentstrornpeter).

Polka
March frorn the opera: ,Nornrat'.
Motiv frorn the opera: ,,fra Muette de Portici--Wintlsor 

Schottisch .

See Saw. English Waltz
Pas retloubl6 frorn the opera: ,,1rr tr'avorite''
Mazurka frorn the Ballet: ,,Excelsior" ,
Pronenacle-Polka .

.0in Schiitz bin ich. Song from ,,A night at (iranrda"
Stabat mater (Cujus anima)
Soldiers Chorus from ..X'aust"
Serena'de. (Leise flehen rneiue Lierlcr)
Sweet Sixteen. 

.Waltz

nias Song

MonasteryBells. Noct"urno . : : : :

Coronation March from the opern: ,,Prophet".
Blue Danube. Waltz .

lroreley. German Popular Song .

Great-Vienna. Waltz .

lVenn ein Herz tlu hast gefunrlen. Wriltz Ronilo
uiGLJ,r,.""1. w;li;'. . . . : ::
Anna lValtz from the operette: ,,NaDon"

Rioh. 'Waerrer.

A. Conradi.
R. v. Strpp6.
Ed. Strauirs.
V. Bellini.
Jordan.
Alph Ozibulka.
V, E. Nesslef.
O. Willielm.
O. M6tra.
R. tle I'Isle,
J,. Anclr6e.
J. Strauss.
Anrbi. Tbomas.
I{. R. Bishop. '

Ricb. .lVn,gner.
Iramothe,
llelveil.
A. Sulli'.'sri.
0. tr'aust.
.I. Offenbach.

J. Ascher.
V. Rellini.
D. F. n. Auber.
Juliano.
A. G. Orowe,
G. Donizetti.
Marenco,
0. M6tra.
Oour. Kreutzer.
G. Rossini.
Chas. Gounoil.
Frz. Schubert.
Aronson,
V. Bellini.

**r
**+

1,.#bor"-t\'61y.*
G, Meyerbeer.
Joh. Strause.
Fr. Silcher.
,10h. Sttauss.
O. Il6tra.

K. Granne.
't.'I. {ilinka.
R. Eilenberg.
J. Strauss.
X'. Gunrbert,
Cbas. d'Albert.
R. Genee.
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'W.fl.uul@s &gt.%t j V" Specialists in

MUSICAL BOXES

CLOCKS

DUTCH FURNITURE

Antique Dealers
AMSTERDAM

Nw. Spiegelstraat 68. Telephone 020-220740.
Herengracht 298. Telephone 020-257350.

Open daily from 12 noon to 6 p.m.

(Herengracht is closed on Mondays)

CHORDEPHON mechanism for 60 strings
sAstem, Extra strong motor L|ith choice
of I, 2 or 3 plags per coin inserted.

Automatic plauing ZITHER CHORDEPHON with
disc storage cabinet 210 cm. high,

As the largest specialists on the Continent of Europe we have on offer a permanent stock of over 60 FULLY

RESTORED musical boxes both cylinder and disc types'

The quality of our restoration is of the highest level. All Boxes are sold fully guaranteed with official

certificate. Frequently rare and spectacular pieces are available for sale.
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organ, but the problem in many vil-
lages was - who could play it ? And
so in such instances for a number
of years the barrel organ was the
solution.
Laurence Elvin has been well-

placed to prepare this latest book:
he is librarian and local historian
to the Lincolnshire County Library
and has access to the records of
the old company which faded away
during the igS0s. There is a fori

examples of late l9th century Eng-
Iish organ building and cannot
wait to cast aside the old for the
new. He might have added that
the auant garde in organ-building
has been and gone and that noi
r-nany eing
built foi
their and
wind ac-

constructed in Helsinki's incredible
" church in the rock " and found
myself marvelling at the beauty of
sound from so small an instrument.

and untidily like an off-street build-
er's yard across the Festival Hall
in London - and that is less than
thirty years old.

This is an important little book,
very well written, researched

author admits in his Introduction.
escalated so much that a durable
hard-bound edition could not have
been produced. A.O-H

HOURS OF LOVE (LES HEURES
DE L'AMOU& DIE STUNDEN
DER LIEBE) bg R Carrera.
Scriptar .SA, Lausanne, Switzer-
lgld. l44pp, 2 ins) bg
ll0my (8lains), m.os{A
in full colour. Aboit
{,35.

The history of the watch has

the subject demonstrates the im-
mense amount of interest in these
artifacts. Ye1 throughout this vast
chronometrical bibliography, one

whole aspect of the watch has been
oked. Indeed, the

hard pressed to
oblique references
ies.

h decency
prevented
the erotic

movement.
Right from the earliest times,

there has been a brisk if under-
the-counter market for automata
which performed rather more tlran
just pastoral scenes and the every-
day accepted. So-called "naughty"
watches could earn the craftiman

Mind you, to do so was a highly
risky business. Not without g"ood
reason were most pieces unmarked,
u_nsigned and, one hoped, untrace-
able, for in London and Switzer-
land discovery that such work was
in hand could bring very severe
penalties and autoniaton watches

transgression.

naive in the extreme and manv
were crude.

The titl
languages,
unless one
out with
" Erotic Automata ". Manv of
the pieces when viewed caiually
appeared as perfectly normal time-
pieces until the touching of a secret
catch opened the case and showed
the inevitable scene of a couple
making love.

Mr Carrera's text, commendably
produced in French, German and
English side-by-side, opens with a
brief description of the conditions
which bred this type of work and
highlights the commercial customs
of the times and the attractiveness
of this sort of piece as a bribe.
Significantly many were acquired
by Orientals. It is known, inciden-
tally, that many such pieces once
formed part of the horological col-

lection of the late King Farouk.
The NeuchAtel mountains appear

to have been a hot-bed of naughty
automata creation and although
strict laws were introduced in l8l7
to prohibit this kind of depravity,
Alfred Chapuis was only able to
instance one case of a summons
actually being issued. Carrera gives
line drawings of the standard-type
of mechanisms makers used to;m-
part certain motions, and his de-

The watch can be opened on the dial
side to take out the movement held
in the case by a hinge as in all
watches of this type, without noticing
this Iibertine addition. Yet on the
movement one can see a movable
rocking piece of polished steel whose
arm reached over tle cock without
one's being immediately aware of its
purpose. Closer examination, how-
ever, reveals that it works together
with a finger extending a toothless
moving part at the centre of the
double dome whose function is to
actuate the automata. The rocking
piece transmits the motion it acquires
from an eccentric placed on the
striking train to this finger.
This is a very finely-produced

book bound in padded covers. It is
hardly the sort of work everybody
will want on their shelves but
nevertheless it is one of the most
interesting horological works to
have been produced for some while
even if only because it is breaking
completely fresh ground. A.O-H

ROB0TS: FACT, FICTION AND
PREDICTION bg lasia Reichardt.
Thames & Hudson, London. l68pp,
280mm (Ilins) bg 203mm (8ins),
280 illustrations, 12 in colour. Soft
couers. f2.95.

The word " robot " is a popular
term widely used to apply to a
variety of sophisticated automata
ranging from the primitive and
elemental through to such sophis-
ticated pieces of high technology
as the General Electric underwater
monster with one arm and a hand
which can lift 65lb more than 5ft
away. When the Russian Lunak-
hod unmanned vehicle traversed
the surface of the moon sending
back television pic'tures, all we
were really observing was a robot
of another sort.

This is essentially a popular and
pictorial book with a goodly smat-
tering of robots in films and there
are some more unusual pieces such
as a computer-controlled drawing
robot in Amsterdam. There is a
nine-page tabular history of early
automata and robots. and a five-
page afterthought expanding this

continued on page 60
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BeIIe Vue Box Repairs
Kent Road, Congresbury, Near Bristol. BSfg sBD.

Tel. STD (0934) Yatton 832220
CYLINDER REPINNING SERVICE

Rates for work received after lst March 1979.

BAND L Above l{ inches to 1} inches cylinder diameter, f7 per inch of cylinder length.
BAND II. Above lf inches to 2{ inches cylinder diameter, f8 per inch of cylinder length, and

so on pro rata.

Example. Cyl. dia. 2{ inch approx., length ll inches. BAND II. f8 x ll : [88.
Please send cylinder with its arbor, pinion, spring and change snail, quotation upon receipt,
completion in 4 to 6 months. Statement will include return postage, packing and delivery charges
and the work will be returned as soon as payment is received. Customers may bring and collect
work themselves by appointment.
Work from overseas

Customers should insure package and specify whether it is to be returned by Air or Surface
mail.
Please note

l. Straight pins. 2. Plain brass cylinders. 3. Maximum length over arbor points 19 inches.
4. Minimum cylinder diameter 1{ inches. Special rates outside these limits and for plated
cylinders. If arbor ends are damaged, a charge of f3 per end will be made for refinishing. Goods
are accepted at owners risk but will receive all reasonable care.

GOVERNOR ASSEMBLY REPAIRS
We will quote you for reconditioning most types of governor but we do not supply parts.
Completion time about 2 months.

COMPLBTE OVERIIAULS OF CYLTNDER MUSICAL BOXES.
We can now undertake full reconditioning of a limited number.

KKing&Ghasemone
Specialist Fine Art Auctioneers

at the Pulborough Salerooms on

Wednesday 4th April at 2.30 p.m.

AUCTION SALE OF MUSIC BOXES,
POLYPHONS, PHONOGRAPHS, CLOCKS,

WATCHES, SCIENTIFIC AND MUSICAL

INSTRUMENTS

(}

Entries close March lSth

Contact Samuel Camerer Cuss if you wish to
buy or sell

Fine Art Department, Pulborough, Sussex

(07982) 2081

Peter & Maureen Dobhs
19 FARM DRM,

SURREY.

SHIRLEY, CROYDON,

ENGLAND

tr'

I have stand No. P4 at the

FINE ART and ANTIQUES FAIR
The National [Iall, Olympia, London

8th JUNE to 16th JUNE, t979

Offering

CYLINDER & DISC MUSICAL BOXES FOR SALE

in additional to General Antiques and

Collectors Items

We shall be pleased to send members complimentary
tickets to the Fair. It is now the largest quality Fair
in Britain. Well worth a visit to London from Overseas

Collectors and Dealers.

Telephone z 0L-777-1185
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That trade-mark
A J Maslen writes from Ealing, l,ondon
w.l3:
WITH reference to the letter from C H
Kok on page 376 of the last issue, I
too have an eight-air movement with
the same trade mark stamped on the
comb.

I purchased this movement in Octo-
ber of last year with the history that
it had been acquired by the previous
owner before the last war complete.
The case had subsequently been burned
(an excess of woodworm), but appears
to have been of the domed lid type
with an inner glass lid. The movement
has a l3in cylinder with a cast iron

bedplate, and is absolutely standard
except for two ratchets on the motor,
and has the serial number J6293
stamped on the flat of the winding
handle.

The music is well set up with good
bass, and the programme contains at
least one Scottish air!

Although the foregoing sheds no
light on positive identiflcation of " G
L GENEVE ". I am most curious to
know who the maker would be.
Editor's comment z I should imagine
that this breed of boxes was probably
the product of an itablisse:ur rdther
than a manufacturer-in other words
it uas assembled bg a compang which
b.ought in the necessarA components
from sub-contractors,

which comes to mu
uhich members migit
on- concerns serial

numbers of which Mr Maslen's is a
good example. Some ol these d.o seem
oerg high and I u;onder how mang of
them actually incorporate the gear of
manufacture as part of the number,
either reuersed or the ight noay round.
This botc could just be the 362nd made
in 1893. I am not suggesting that all
makers followeil this- Nicole Freres
certainlg didn;t- but others mag hatse
done so, A thorough and accurate
central music box register might help
to throw some light on this aspect.
Arthur Cunliffe began such a work
seoeral Aedrs ago but I belieue that his
ultimate goal, namelg the discooery of
things such as this question of serial
number interpretation and instrument
dating, was defeated by a general lack
of co-operation anl,ongst members. Per-
haps Mr Cunlifie would care to com-
ment and regenera,te interest in this
project.

Was it Lambert or Bontems ?

antagonising the puists with his piano
rolls and upsetting the piano roll col-
Iectors with gramophone records.

I am interested to hear of the select
image which the societg has. I would
haoe thought that this was to our credit.
As for encouraging less fortunate mem-
bers, as uou will haoe read in Editorials
ouer the past issues this is an asoect
which is io the forefront of our minds
and to this end u)e are shortly to in-
clude features on photographry and tape-
recording as an aid ta the collection
of mechani.cal musical instruments,

I can onlg repeat that the serious
collector in anA field requires a
specialist publication. In mechanical
music, that is preciselg what The iN[lusic
Box is. For the gramophone collector,
Ernie Baylg's Talking Machine Review
International is a. recommended. quarter-
lg publication. Incidentally, Mr BaUIU
is a member of our societg.

on one of the turns of the cvlinder.
This instrument also has an identical
device to that illustrated on page 351
of the issue under reference.

What was the need for this appar-
ently superfluous gadget? Would it be
too far-fetched to suggest that it was
intended not as a stopping device but,
when brought into action, to be a
guide to the correct angle of the blades
of the air brake thus ensuring true
playing speed?

After all, these were very fine boxes
which were supposed to play good
music well -- and, indeed, still do.

letters " LB " encompassed by the loop
of the winding key are considered bv
most to be the mark used by Lambert.

In my article, referred to above, I
mentioned that Vichy's " trade-mark "
was the acorn-shaped stop-start knob.
Vichy was not alone in using this, how-
ever. Acorns with one groove mach-
ined round the base were used iby Vichy
but after his death remaining supplies
were used up by his successor, Tiibou-
let, who generally made pieces which
were smaller and more compact than
thoss of Vichy.

In rnore recent times. Michel Bert-
rand also uses the acorn stop-start
knob, this time with two grooves

Mechanical musical instruments vs. the Phonograph
R Smith writes from Glastonbury in
Somerset :

AS A new member of the Musical Box
Society, there will be many of the
founder members who strongJy disagree
with the views and proposals I am
about to make. But there is one thing
I must stress. I am and have been for
many years a lover of all types of
mechanical music.

I stress mechanical music becatse
this is my first point, At the moment
the Musical Box Society only caters
for a portion of mechanical music, I
think Phonographs and Horn Gramo-
phones should be included-in fact
any type of machine up to the electric
era of around 1920170. The reasons
are as follows. Firstly, the term musi-
cal box should include the gramophone
because basically that's what it is, and
it would help the less fortunate amongst
us to start or add to a collection, and
the most important thing, it would
reduce the rather select image the
society has got at the moment, and
help cater for the ordinary member.
This in turn would add to the member-
shio I am sure.

These are mv views and I would
like to hear from other members who
agree or disagree.

President's comment t Mr Smith raises
a number of interesting issues here
u,hich I wiII deal with one at a time.
First of all, the mechanical musical
instrument is one which comprises a
predetermined set of tones and pitches
which mag be excited bg a programmed
source. The piano-roll, the musical box
cylinder and disc, the book ol punched
music - these are all prograxnmes
which allow the mechanical musical
instrument to giue Dent to its uoice
uia its sound-producing parts - comb
teeth, organ pipes, piano stri,ngs. Now
the phonograph and gramophone are
demonstrablg incapable of being ad-
mitted to this band because they are
not instruments comprising thoi pre-
determined set of tones and pitches.
Ralher like the oentriloquist's dummg,
it has no ooice of its own and relies
on. its abilitg to imitate the programme
source fed t'o it--in this case the
record.

The next point is that nowhere wit-
ten into our Cons.titution is any rule
f orbidding members from collecting
phonographs, matchbox labels or ang-
thins. We exist to cater for the
mechanical musical interests in mem-

bers, not to dictate how their interests

mechanical music within our definition,
If 'tue u)ere to include worthwhile

hs, we would
b well. Besides
admirable aol-

gazine The
r Compton
n a Plager
ended up

Why were inside instant stops fitted ?
|ocelyn R Walker writes from Reigate,
Surrey:
I WAS very interested in the article
about the " survival of the inside
instant stop " with references to the
Francois Nicole boxes in the collection
of Hughes Ryder (see page 350 of
Volume 8).

It will 'be 
remembered that I have

a similar box, an account of which
appears in Volume 3, number 6, summer
1958, page 389. My box bears the
serial number 84 on the bedplate. It
is a part-overture box with a half-
revolution stop separating the two airs

Steve Ryder writes from Cranford, New
lersey :

I WAS particularly interested to read
the article by Mr A I L Wright on the
automaton Hookah Smoker (page 335)
and to see his fine drawing of the
mechanism.

I note that Mr Wright's piece is
ascribed to Lucien Bontems and I
wonder if, in fact, this piece did come
from Bontems. Personally I have no
knowledge of Bontems making this
type of figure. However, Leopold
Lambert made smoking frgtnes (uide
my article in the previous volume of
The Music Box, page 267) and the
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JACK
DONOVAN

93, PORT1OBELLO ROAD,

LONDON, W.u.

Telephone

0t -727 - 1485

Specialist in
Mechanical Music

Automata
Singing Birds
Music Boxes

Polyphons

Juvenalia
Unusual Clocks

Phonographs
Gramophones

&c

The
quietlyatyourservice

J ust off Kensington High Street, this 540
bedroom hotel offers guests every amenity
from aswimming pool, saunaand squash
cou rts to two inspiring restaurants and
intimate bars.There is a wide variety of rooms
available for conferences, dinner dances or
even small meetings. And the hotel boasts
the enviable peace and quiet of its own
watergardens.

For fu rther details contact
The Manage4
Kensington Close Hotel,
WightsLane,
KensingtonWSsSP
Tel:01-9378170

Selected by the Musical Box Society of
Great Britain as the venue for its
London meetings.

f,
fl
.lu

n

Hotels
'- 

For reservations atthe Kensington Close,
andnearly 900 otherhotels worldtide
telephone your nearest THF Reseryations Offi ce:
London O-567 3444, Manchester06l-969 6111.

4
H
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machined round the base. Bertrand also
features a key with the initiats MB cast
and pierced the same way as the LB of
Lambert.

Many automata are identified as
" being by Vichy ", but the skill comes
in trying to determine whether they
were made by Henri Vichy or Gustave
Pierre Vichy. Then of course there was
Henry Vichy spelled with a "y"! . . .

BOOKS
continued from page 56

No doubt aimed at the younger
and more impressionable reader,
Robots does nevertheless contain
an insight into the world of
advanced and present-day auto-
mata. I do, though, question the
merits of the computer as a story-
teller. A UNIVAC 1108 (now
there's a euphonious name if ever
there was one) was programmed
to write a murder story of 2100
words. This it proceedea to do in
19 seconds. Mind you, some of the
dialogue is teribly stilted and the
computer seems to have got its
rooms and their purposes mixed.
With no apologies^ (and only one
omitted word) I quote from this
computerised piece of autonomous
drivel :

Well to do Ronald was kind. Lusty
Ronald was married to Cathy. Hand-
some Ronald loved Catherina. Ron-
ald likes Hume. Ronald disliked
fames. Easy going lusty Cathy was
kind . . . fohn Buxley kissed Marion.
Marion kissed fohn. They went to
the library. James followed them.
Marion undressed. John Buxley * * '
Marion, Marion committed adultry.
f ames was enraged. James entered
the library. James yelled at John.
fames threatened to kill fohn Buxley.
Marion was embarrassed. Marion
cried. Everyone went to bed.
Now there's sparkling work for

you. After all,'Varrcanson's duck
could only eat, digest and pass its
food...

Amusing reading and reasonably
priced. A.O-H

HISTORY OF THE
ORGAN
continued from page 4

Some lead tubing pe,rhaps, but not
even that if the conveyancing was
in timber.

The Aquincum organ therefore
must have been a very special
instrument. custom built with no
expense spared. The water stabil-
iser, ,rather than causing dampness
to the extent of warping, would be
an advantage when it was played
outside in the arena, temple pre-
cinct, or theatre since it would act
particularly in the Mediterranean
countries as a very necessary
humidifier. O

Classified
Advertisements
Cash with order aa following rales.
Members : 3p per word (bold lypc 5rr per word).

Minimum 6st each advcrtisement f,l.
Non-memben : 6D per word Oold gDG loD Der

word).
Minimum @st ech advertisement €2.

CASH WITH ORDER PLEASE To : Advertising
Manager.

Crescent, eueenspark,
d.
classifi ed advertisement

ged uless there is aquery.

FOR SALE

WORLD'S lar,gest stock of music boxes,
coin op_erated pian os, reproducing
pianos. Large illustrated catalogue €2.5d
per. copy or El2 subscription for next
9i-11s1u_es. Money back guarantee. Many
MBSGB members have ordered fromus, American International Galleries,
_18_02-M Kettering St., Irvine, CA 92714',
USA.
BUSKERS REED BARREL ORGAN

give me a ring or write me I may have
it or know of it. Bob Price, 3 Bridle
Crescent, Bournemouth. Tel. 020-15-
5720.
FOR SALE: New 15]" Regina discs.
Cut from the original masters by
Porter. 171'l 5,"ttu discs accurately
copied to order by chemical etching.
Stella discs wanted for purchase or
lcan. Telephone 09268I 2183. G. M.
Whitehead, 'The Malting'. Napton on
the Hill, Near Rugby, Warks.
INLAID ROSEWOOD MUSICAL BOX
CASE. 12+" long by 53" wide by 3)"
deep. f25. Tel. Pagham (Sussex) 3051
or would buy movement to fit.
Forster and Andrews, their Barrel,
Chamber and Small Church Organs.
140 pages, 25 plates. 84.75 (U K) 13
dollars (Canada, U S A ). post free
direct from author, Laurence Elvin, 10
Almond Avenue, Swanpool, Lincoln,
England.
STEINWAY BOUDOIR GRAND
PIANOLA PEDAL/ELECTRIC DUO-
ART. Piano No. 242113 (1926) model
O. 6' 6" overall length. Mahogany case
in excellent condition. Fine playing
order. Recent work includes new bass
strings, piano action overhauled, pneu-
matic stack fully rebuilt, expression

An Apology
DUE TO causes which are beyond
explanation, the previous issue con-
tained more than its fair share of

instructions received less than the
usual close attention. 'To Graham
Webb, however, we suggest that the
thought of " period prices " might
hasten the path which members
beat to his Brighton shop.

No less unfortunate was the series
of ptinting errors in the conment
on Lyn Wright's trade mark. This
is repeated below with the corrected
caption.

On page 342, the centre column
of text contained two iumbled lines

- numbers nine and twelve -which should be ignored.

FLc
\l ltL
\.--

-4.-\'. \ /
DEPOS E

m 5tag
This mark is the one used by Auguste
L'Epde fno,m around 1870. The crossed

famila ince
dis"d the

' means ed,'
i the tra was

recorded and protected. the number
beneath it is a mouement seial number,

box rebuilt. Offers over €3.500 to -Peter Knighton, I Ashfield Avenue.
Beech Grove, Whickham, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne. Te[. 06J2 88725I.
Rare Steinway upright piano fitted
with Pianotist electrically - driven
mechanical player action. Fully restored.
A museum piece complete with 16
special Pianotist music rolls. Offers to
Mary Belton, The Original Pianola
Shop, l02a North Road, Brighton,
Sussex. Tel.: (0273) 607197.
(See Ord-Hume Plager Piano).

WANTED
EMPTY case for Kalliope l3{in. and
empty case for Symphonion/Polyphon
13{in. - l5}in. or similar one to fit
these bedplates. Also large spring work
for Symphonion/Polyphon. Nitschke,
Hannover, Steinbreite 55, Germany.
ORGANETTES OF ANY DESCRIP-
TION. Working or not wanted for
cash. Also wish to purchase Automata,
Barrel organs, Orchestrions, reproduc-
ing pianos, disc musical boxes and any
items mechanical music any condition.
Complete collections purchased. I sell
reproducing pianos, choice items often
available. Please ring me 020-15-5720
reverse charges accepted. My name is
Bob Price, 3 Bridle Crescent, Bourne-
mouth.
ORIGINAL UPPER CABINET
DOORS, bass drum, and cymbal for
REGINA CONCERTO. Need J2"
Regina discs and information to aid
restoration of Regina Concerto. Also
wish to contact other Regina Concerto
owners. Michael D. jones, 6725 E.
Calle Herculo. Tucson Arizona, 85710,
USA.
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Areyou on ourMailing List?
oao

Our value packed catalog Number 5 is now ready and lists several hundred

automatic musical instruments including :

Nicole-Freres Revolver Box

F. G. Otto Pianette Disc-Playing Piano, unrestored condition

Miraphone 15!" disc, mint unrestored condition

45-Key Gavioli Fairground Organ, beautiful mechanical restoration

27" Accordian Case Regina

Edison Opera Phonograph

Mills Violano-Virtuoso, unrestored condition

Symphonion Horizontal Disc Changer

Mermod Freres Forte Piano Cylinder Box

Autophone Reed Organ

Symphonion Musical Clock

54-Key Limonaire Fairground Organ, playing

Upright Brittania, 17 {" Disc size

About thirty reproducing pianos of all types

Four barrel organs with pipes

Hundreds of otler instruments

About 7,000 rolls of twenty types which include Red Welte and Aeolian

Duo-Art Pipe Organ rolls

Send today for your copy bfour free catalog mailed seamail. If you wish to receive

your catalog by airmail, send E2 cash (at our risk) for the next two copies.

Overseas buyers automatically receive their catalogs by airmail without charge.

TO: MECHANICAL MUSIC CENTER
Box 88

Darien, Connecticut 06820, USA
Please send me your catalog of automatic musical instruments.

! Please

at our risk
send my catalogs by airmail. f2 enclosed. (Mail cash airmail
).

Name

Address
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The Storg of the
Mechanical Organ

and How to Restore it

ARTHUR WJ G
ORD.HUME

Mechanical organs have been
known for at least two thou-

sand years. Barrel Organ
:-- (a-i ; traces the development of

self-playing pipe and reed organs
throughout the world. Street organs, concert
orchestrions, church barrel organs and roll-

playing residence organs are all described
at length. Comprehensive instructions for

repair and restoration are also provided.

608 pp 115 half-tones IIt4 figures
J,18.50 0 04 789005 3

P.O. Box 18, Park Lane, Hemel Henpstead,
Herts. HP2 4TE.
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Publication of the extensive Symphonion catalogue
in this issue, which has made this the biggest-ever
issue of The Music Box, has necessitated a number
of important features being held over to the next
issue. Certain advertlsements are also held over,

LIST OF MEMBERS
1353 F G Pearce, Ye Olde Curiosity Shoppe, Il9 Parkstone

Road, Poole, Dorset
1354 Leslie Coward, Cambridge House, Ashmeadow Road,

Arnside, Carnforth, Lancashire, LA5 OAE
f355 Mr & Mrs Bruce E Miller, 6438 Lignum Street,

Springf,eld, Virginia 22150, USA
Lr56 Roger A Bafler, Middle Road, Woolwich, Maine

04579. USA
1357 J Cragg, 165 Gunnersbury Lane, London, W3
1358 Brian A Fyfield-Shayler, 14 Home Farm Close,

Reading, Berkshire, RG2 7TD
1359 Bdr I Olsen, RA Range, Isle of Benbecula, Outer

Hebrides, Scotland, PA88 5LN
1360 M Williams, 38 Oberon Close, Bilton, Rugby,

Warwickshire
136l R Fletcher, 38 Woodlands Way, Mildenhall, Suffolk
lJ6Z P Hill, 266 - 20th Street, Santa Monica, California

90402, USA
Lt6t D Hadley, Oakbank, Keig by Alford, Aberdeenshire,

Scotland
1364 Bob Price. 3 Bridle Crescent. Bournemouth. Dorset
1165 Judith R Howard, 2 Bramfield Road, London, SWll

6RB
lt66 William L Band, " Galleons Reach ", Rye Harbour,

East Sussex, TN3l 7TL
lt67 Mr & Mrs Roger E Sullivan, PO Box 526, Boonville,

Indiana 47601, USA
1368 Dr S Joseph Bailey, 11857 San Jose Boulevard, ]ack-

sonville. Florida 32223. USA
1169 Joan Baxter, Apt, 7002 Highview Terrace, W Hyatts-

ville, Maryland, USA
1370 Alistair M Gibson, Flat 0/1, 14 Heathcote Avenue,

Cairnsmore, Glasgow, G15 8NT
LJTL Kenneth ] Albrecht, Route 2-Mankato, Minnesota

5600r. usA
lt72 Azel S Hall, 33 School Street, Randolph, Vermont

05060, usA
lt73 T R Turlington, 47 Westover Road, Leicester, LE3

3DU
It74 Roy E Frenzke, 706 Ellington Road, Ridgewood, New

Jersey 07450, USA
1375 T Chapman-Webb, 1l Ship Street Gardens, Brighton,

Sussex
1343 Robert R Holden, Ttre Firs, Pool Meadow Close,

Solihull. West Midlands. B9l 3HS
ll44 R A Kempson, 32 Woodleigh Gardens, Whitchurctr,

Bristol BS14 9JA
lt45 Mr & Mrs N Hurford, 13 Sherwood Drive, Lismore,

New South Wales 2480, Australia
It46 Howard Hope, 43 Lavender Hill, Battersea, London,

SWI1 5QW
1347 N I A Simons, 46 Redwood Road, Sinfin, Derby

DE2 9LA
1348 Joy Thomson, 3 Hillsleigh Road, London, W8
1349 David DePasse, 1506 Craigwood Road, Toledo,

Ohio 43612, USA
1350 Edward Schmidt, 50f 0 Elsmere Place, Bethesda,

Maryland 200f4, USA
1351 Charles Murray, 385 East 28th Street, Hamilton,

Ontario, Canada
1352 Lincoln, c/o The Secretary, MBSOGB

(The aboue group is out of sequence hatsing
been omitted from a pretsious issue)

l44I B Pond, 49 York Street, Launceston, Tasmafia 7250,
Australia

1442 F A Warren, 64 Chalfont Drive, Rainham, Gillingham,
Kent

1443 G R j Gillings, 6 Bryanhafod Drive, Oswestry, Shrop-
shire

L444 Marvin Halpert, 30651 Ainsworth Drive, Pepper Pike,

1445 P 't Torenhoekje ", Bloemendaalse-
Bloemendaal. Netherlands

L446 A 29 Londonderry Lane, Lincoln-
shire, Deerfield, Illinois 60015' USA

L447 C H Kok, Ridderlaan 30' 2242 G T Wassenaar'
Netherlands

1448 Pierre Prisi, furablick, CH-5745 Safenwil' Switzer-
land

1449 Rita Shenton, 148 Percy Road, TWickenham' Middle-
sex, TW2 6fG



The Thanet Pninting Wonks

Printers of this Publication

Will be pleased to quote for Your
personal or business reguirements

Contact W. E. White or C. H. Collister

on (0843) 52323

or write to Thanet Printing Works,

Church Hill, Ramsgate, Kent

AI\TIQUE CLOCK
REPATR & ANTIQUES
22 FREDERICK STREET, ROCKDALE 2216,

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
Phone: 5991L94

Buyers - Sellers - Restorers of Music Boxes,
Organettes, Automata, rare Clocks and Cylinder

Escapements

Governors overhauled, endless shafts replaced, end
stones etc.100?6 self-start after rebuild.

Wanted: Complete works for a 19$in. double coin
shute upright Polyphon. Will buy or exchange a
completely restored large L'Epee with inlaid lid and

tune sheet

For Sale: Several L'Epee boxes, 7|in. Kalliope with
5 discs. 8in. Polyphon serpentine case and 5 discs.
6]in. Polyphon with 6 discs. Mandolin box pinned as
a mandolin with drum, 5 bells in view, 6 airs, new
tune sheet. 5 tunes so far known, burr walnut with

stringing like new

Large amount of l5|in. Polyphon discs for swap for
other discs etc., surface rust but all playable,

protrusion 99t/t on most discs

We wish to buy all types of incomplete or part boxes,
let us know what you want and we may be able to

do a swap, Lots of collectable items in Australia.

SPECIALIST DISC BOX RBPAIRS

J. D. WEIR F.B.H.I.
370 Victoria Avenue, Southend - on - Sea, Essex.

Telephone : Southend 614684.

All aspects of work on cylinder boxes undertaken.

Services offered include :-
* Cylinder re-pinning-no limitation to size.

* Eccentric or worn cylinders re-ground
true to cylinder pivots.

* All manner of comb work.
* Cutting back. Re-tuning.
* Re-Ieading and Tuning.
* Re-facing star wheels.
* Setting up and adiusting gantries.

* Motor repairs.

In fact anything necessary to completely overhaul your
musical box,

Work can be collected and delivered anywhere.

Distance genuinely no object.

rm[N rotdtr4 |lrtru[
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YOUR HEA S. Service
Manuals, and .' pianolas.
Orchestrions, igans, and

Send for our big 60-page catalog. Price f1.00 by
surface mail, or 12'00 by air mail. We accept Sterling
cheques. Many consider this to be one of the mosr

interesting catalogs available in America !

VDSTAL PRDSS I,.TD.
(Harvey N Roehl)

PO BOX 97

VESTAL 92 NEW YORK
13850 USA

(many of our publications are carried by British Book

agents. We'll supply names on request)

1450 Dr J H Chamberlain, I3A Pond Road. London. SE3
OSL

l45l Tom Meijer, Groeneveen 387, Il03 GA Amsterdam.
Netherlands

1452 L A_Skelton, 89 Emerys Road, Gedling, Nottingham
NG4 2QR

I45l Mes-s1sR Iq ] Groenenberg, Kamerlingh Onnesweg
199, L223 JG Hilversum, Netherlands

L454 Malcolm Cole, 28 Lime Grove, New Malden, Surrey
I45, Michael S Kinnear,.Box 8986, GPO Melbourne 3001,

Victoria, Australia
1456 Anthony_ Zupa, 18 4ighhna Avenue, Bergenfield,

New |ersey 07621, USA
1457 Douglas Kane, Veendiik 10, Oud Loosdrecht. Nether-

lands
1458 D W Porter, 93 Michaelston Road, Ely, Cardiff, South

Glamorgan, CF5 4SX
1459 Be{ L Brixey, l27L Poplar, Route 1001, Memphis,

Tennessee 38f04. USA
1460 Dr Howard Greenberg, I37 Fanshawe Park Road,

London, Ontario, Canada
146l Joel Levine, I l0 West 69th Street, Apt. 5A New

York, N 10023, USA
1462 M . 4 lvtgqltgt, 103 Birchwood Road,

1463 M '"it"ln1t3l3ff'#if o.-o,,d Beach,
USA

1464 Jean-Marc Moulign€, 83300 Chateau Double (Var),
France

1465 Mr & Mrs Robert McMullin, Box 26I, 40 North Shore
Road, Absecon, New Jersey 08201, USA

1466 Robert C Leach, 3l Perry Hill, London SE6 4LF
1467 John Emslie, Queens Gables, 28A Gladstone place.

Queens Cross, Aberdeen. Scotland
1468 M1s M V {rql, 93 Richmond HilI Court, Richmond,

Surrey TWl0 686

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
285 geview Road,

l2o 
,*A"""rt"t:t:n5;

J47 Algn Sefton, 17 Circle Terrace, Manly, Iowa 50456,
USA

375 Swisscross Limited, Knight's Hill Square, London,
SE27 OHH

J95 A G Sidebotham, ll Beoley Close, Wylde Green,
Sutton Coldf,ed. West Midlands

449 Arthur Heap, " Riversway ", 7 Victoria Crescent,
Queens Park, Chester, CH4 7AX

526 Paul Ottenheimer, Parkville Road, Thorofare, New
fersey 08086, USA

600 Dr Gerald W MacKinnon, The MacKinnon Clinic.
1524 Elizabeth Avenue, Charlotte. North Carolina
28204, USA

607 |ames Prendergast, |r, 18964 River's Edge Drive,
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022, VSA

6f 6 Accessions Division, Library Board of Western
Australia, 102 Beaufort Street, Perth, Western
Australia 6000

716 R Todd, c/o The Secretary, MBSOGB
758 William L Soper, 411 Davie Avenue, Statesville, North

Carolina 28677. USA
790 |ohn Owen, 22 Stanley Mound

Kong
836 Iohn W Odgers, 9 Marine

Road, Stanley, Hong

Parade, Dovercourt,
Harwich, Essex

856 R A Kahane, 7205 Thrasher Road, Mclean, Virginia
22r0r, usA

87I Steve E Boehck, 357 North Post Oak Lane, Box 213,
Houston, Texas 77024, USA

924 R J Sparkes, Antrim Hotel, Mooragh Promenade,
Ramsey, Isle of Man

946 Miss Linda L Smith, 126ll, 20t}l Avenue, South
Seattle, Washington, 98168, USA

f009 Donald W Page, 3593 Thal Road, Titusville, Florida
32780, USA

f0f6 Michael P Daggett, 128 Sharbot Drive, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, 15237, USA

f 089 L G Sidaway, " Holmsdale ", Kelvedon Road, Tiptree,
,Colchester, Essex, CO5 OLU

lll0 D H Snelling, The Old Vicarage, Santon, Isle of Man
ll55 Mr Thomas H Harr, 149 Swartz Lane, Bainbridge,

Ohio 45612, USA
1185 Hermon L Bender, c/o Mister Donut,43 Torrey

Street, Brockton, Massachusetts 02401, USA
1206 John W Byron, Glebe Farm, Norbury, Bishops Castle,

Shropshire
I2l4 Lt Col & Mrs Ronald G Stepler, USAF Clinic

Zweibrucken, Box 594, APO 09860 US Forces,
Germany

l2l7 fohn R Thomas, Superscope, Pianocorder Division,
20125 Nordhoff Street, Chatsworth, California
91311, USA

1226 Mr & Mrs Howard L Suppo, 3624 Heritage Drive,
Northbrook, Illinois 60062, USA

1234 Dr |ames Martin, 2997-2J2' Street, RR i2 Langley,
British Columbia. Canada. V)A 789

1267 H Farrington, 29 Redwood Drive, Ormskirk, Lanca-
shire

f308 R S Scott, 40 Bramfield Road, London, SWII
13t9 H David C Stodell, 16 Eyam Close, Mansfield,

Nottinghamshire, NGl8 3QS
li29 Girard F Giblin, 723 West River Road, Tucson,

Arizona 85704. USA
lJ42 S Bouma, PO Box 1405, Whangarei, New Zealarrd,
It69 foan Baxter, PO Box 1720, Hyattsville, Maryland

20788, USA
1388 Kenneth L Porter, 1808 Ohlen Road, Austin, Texas

78758. USA
f4I6 Lt Col Peter A Grauban, I67-N "A" Street, Scott

AFB, Illinois, 62225, VSA
l42l Berry Lee Johnson, c/o MER Chromatographic,242J-

D Old Middlefield Way, Mountain View, California,
94043. USA

L43L Ian Alderman, 29 Orchard Street, Blandford Forum,
Dorsetshire

l46j Mike Weiner, 1651 Huron Trails, Maitland, Florida,
32751. USA

CORRECTION TO ADDRESS
248 Vincent Bond, 7 Wrexham Road, Romford,

RM3 7YX
479 Emile Dewasmes, 6 Rue de Billy, 60330

Belleville, Oise, France

Essex,

Plessis

REJOINED MEMBER
895 Barbara W Baldwin, Flat 13, Esther Porritt House,

Trinity Close, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 3QP
Printcd for Thc Muical Eor SodcF ol Gacet Ertteio t: Thaact printinc Work!, Rams8atc, Kent.
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TktrtU Thrt[fils
KEITH HARDING And CLIFF BURNETT

BRITAINS LEADING MUSIC BOX SPECIALISTS

Established 196l

THE " GEMINI '' DOUBLE DISC POLYPIION

The world's first clockwork double disc Polyphon playing two l9fin (50cm)

diameter discs at the same time. An entirely new desi'gn by Keith Harding using

many of the parts developed for the Silver fubilee Polyphon. With two lI8 note

discs playing at the same time, the instrument produces a beautiful sublime

harmony or " voix celeste " effect. By using a specially arranged set of A and B

discs, fantastic new musical possibilities are opened up to the musical arranger.

The full gamut of.236 notes makes possible a much greater-range of dynamics

between loud and soft passages, a fuller base, fast trills and an exciting mando-

line effect. We believe that this is one of the most exciting musical boxes ever

to be made and a great step forward in musical box technology. This table mgdel

is surprisingly compact, measuring only 29in long by 17in wide and 15in deep,

and we are proud to ofter with it an entirely new arrangement by Patch Pearce,

using A and B discs, of Scott Joplin, " The Entertainer ", also avhilable as a single.

Send just 50p for our eight page catalogue of new musical boxes, spares-and

accessories, and parts and materials for restoring antique boxes.

Keith Harding, 93 Hornsey Road, London N7 6DJ
0t-607 61812672




